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Always leave ymir 
diente wanting more." 

- Te Ata Fisher, 
Chickasaw storyteller 
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AMERICA 
SUPPORTS 
* YOU 


OUR MILITARyjvfEN .& WOMEN 


Make your way to Lawton Fort Sill for an array of spring festivities. During 
this May. Lawton Fort Silt will celebrate the spirit of two vital American 
institutions-our Armed Forces and the Arts. 

Arts for AU Festival, She pier Park, May 12-1^ i 

Join over 40,000 expected visitors as they taste, touch, and take part in 
southwest Oklahoma^ most popular cultural event. 

Armed Forces Day Lynch eon and Parade, May 

Billed as the largest Armed Forces Day parade in the nation, over 100 
participants will march in procession to honor the men and women who have 
served our nation, past and present. Reservations required for they 1 :30am 
Luncheon at Fort Sill Parade begins at 5:30pm in downtownJ^wton. 
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Lawt 


Fort Sill 


C7/S^z /// r? 7 Tji- 

www, la wtonfortsiUchamber.com 


629 SW C Avenue • Lawton, OK 73501 - 580,355.3541 ■ 800.872,4540 







great gaming, ENTERTAINMENT AND FUN 

WE HAVE IT ALL! 


1,500 Vegas-style games 
75 card game tables 
5 tempting restaurants 
3 hot nightspots 
18-hole golf course 
150 lavish hotel rooms 


1-44 East, Exit 240 • Tulsa, Oklahoma 
'800) 760-6700 • CherokeeCasino.com 
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"The state of the nation has never, in all of our magnificent 
history, boon better." — Chiefe<as<»w governor Bill yinotffiibijy 
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On the coven A detail of Chickasaw Bluffs Trade Fair by Chickasaw artist Tom 
Phillips (1927-2005) depicts tribal commerce along the Mississippi River. The 
painting is displayed at the Chickasaw Nation headquarters in Ada. 


Hit the Road 


Okies 


There s no doubt about it: Gambling 
fever has hit Oklahoma like a tornado. 
Follow Chad Love as he explores our 
new casino culture. Plus* the Senior 
PGA at Oak Tree 



Break out the Coleman tents and outdoor 
woks — camping with friends and family 
is this seasons hottest activity* And in 
III Isa* Dr* I bin Stees gives us tips from 
his garden. 


jane Jayroe offers her best advice to 2006 
Miss America Jennifer Berry* Oklahoma 
Supreme Court justice Yvonne Kaugcr 
tells us about her favorite attorneys* and 
two men give us some cinema verite. 



Sugar- filled or sugar- free, weVe goL 
sweet tooths covered, from a pie festival 
in Piedmont to the diabetic-scnsjuvc 
yummies at Restaurant of the Cherokees 
in Tahlequah* 


They've got the Midas touch: T he 
Chickasaw Nation* flush with casino 
cash* makes all the right moves. And don't 
miss the stormy showing at the Oklahoma 
City Museum of Art on page 35. 

In Every Issue 
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80 Where Are You? 

This old building has come a long 
way, baby 
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Contributors 


A MI REEVES IS more than a talented 
writer. This novelist — she recently 
finished the sequel to her popular 
mystery, Next of Kin (Avalon, 2005) — is 
a former hardware store owner and now 
spends her daylight hours as a Craig County 
social worker. Still, writing is her passion, 
she says. “Nothing excites me more than 
immersing myself in the research and 
rough draft process, taking pages of notes 
and distilling them down to their essence, n 
says the Chelsea resident and University of 
Arkansas alum, “I lose track of time and 
self” Reeves, who was named the 2005 Tulsa 
NightWriter of die Year, lives on Historic 
Route 66 with her husband and teenage son. 
See her story on Tahlequahs Restaurant of 
the Cherokees on page 58. 




C OUNTONE OKLAHOMA Today 
mystery solved. Columnist Doug 
Kelley, who writes each issues 
"Letter From Pocola” (page 38), reveals here 
the identity of "The Girl ” “So far, she is still 
letting me hang around and still putting 
food in my dish,” he says of Jan Kelley, his 
wife of twenty-two years. Kelley a corporate 
pilot, is delighted that his eastern Oklahoma 
community is finally getting some ink. "It 
has heen strangely ignored, sometimes not 
even making the state highway maps, which 
is interesting, considering it is, 1 think, the 
third- largest town in Oklahoma,” he says. 
"Thats in area, not population ” Kelley is 
the author of The Captains Wifi (Dutton, 
2001), a historical novel 


KIAHOMA TOD A TCERTAl NX Y 
didn’t take a gamble when it 
assigned Coweta resident Tom 
Luker to photograph Cherokee Casino 
Resort tor "Games ot Chance” (page 16). 
“The Cherokee Nation was great to work 
with on this assignment,” says Luker. "They re 
a class act from top to bottom/ 1 When this 
avid outdoors man isn’t photographing 
cowboys tor his upcoming book or chasing 
down the perfect severe weather shot, he 
organizes a yearly camping and hiking trip 
for young men. “We backpack into really 
rugged remote country” lie says. Luker often 
attributes his twenty-six-year photography 
career to his friend and mentor [ay Maisel 
of New York City. 
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But the truth is* effective treatment docs exist. Under the direction 
of Alexis R Sheiokov, M.D., the Baylor Scoliosis Center is one of a 
handful of centers in the country specializing in advanced techniques 
for spinal reconstructive surgery. 'The result: We* re giving scoliosis 



an extreme makeover 


Baylor Regional Medical Center at Plano 


4700 All t a nee B l vd, Plano, J’X 7M W 


Our flame hums bright ' 



H88.7R 1.5558 www. Bay lorHealth.com 

I'lt^wbiii ,irc employees of I IlmIiIi Tcvj* Provide* \ctwutk ami aif neither cmpl'tyecii nur K| 9 Pi»» of Kaykn Ihulrli 1 lure System. 
Uaylw Rcpnrul Medirjl Outer icplkfirvur liaylnr Health t Ute Systems itibswifery. etimmunity. tsr nfliliitteil medical tenters 





C<m INC SUMMCH 
OF 3006 
River Wind 
Casino 
Location; 
Exit 100*1-35 
Norman, OK 


Traatur* 

Valley 

Casino 

Location: 

Exlt35*K33 

Davis, OK 


i \ Ada Gaming 


Newcastle 

Gaming 

Canter 


Canter 

Location; 

1500 N, Country 
Club Rd 
Ada, OK 


Ada Travel Stop 
& Gaming 
Location; 

West of Ada 
on Litta Ad. 
Ada, OK 


Goidsby 
Gaming 
Center 
Location: 
Exit 106 • 1-35 
Norman, OK 


Digifcjyw 


Mad ill 
Gaming 
Center 
Location: 

902 S. First St 
Madill. OK 


Location; 
N,Hwy SI 
Duncan, OK 


Gold Mountain 
Casino 
Location; 
1410 Sam Noble Pkwy 
Ardmore, OK 


Winstar 

Casinos 

Location: 

Exit 1 . 1-35 
Thatk«rvifl«, OK 


Texoma 

Gaming 

Center 

Location: 

Exit 15 < 1-35 
Kingston, OK 


Location; 
2 AS Mulberry Ln 
Wilson, OK 



Itching to hit the road in search of some adventure? Look no further... 
Map out your day by traveling just a short distance away... 
Where action and entertainment awaits you. 



Visit one of ou r sites today! 


Chickasaw 

Enterprises 

www.thickasaw.net 


TOM UJKER 


Editor's Letter 


"You gotta know when to hold 'em. know whtn to told' cm* —Kenny Rogers 


Playing It Right 

It's the secret to survivin', when the dealings done. 





strong, rhe revenue generated for Indian 
tribes nothing short of phenomenal. No 
doubt the Chickasaw Nation and others 
have parlayed sovereignty and the passage of 
State Question 712 into meaningful tribal 
initiatives, taking care of their communities 
with significant reinvestment* 

To the best of my recollection, the sum 
total of my forays into gambling have 
cost somewhere in the neighborhood 
of $100 to $200, not counting 
dollar bets with my husband on 
whos right about some arcane 
fact (they never get paid) or the 
local Academy Awards five-dollar 
pools. And I’ll bet most visitors 
to casinos arc like me: out for a date 
with their spouse, out with friends, out on 
the town. We look at the casino as a novelty, a 
place to tear it up, maybe see some live music, 
check out rhe newest thing. 

For others, it must be said, gambling is 
an addiction, one that tears not only at the 
pocketbook but also the family unit* At Okla- 
homa Today, our decision ro feature the casino 
culture and industry is mindful of the impact 
gambling can have on individuals, much the 
way alcohol and drug addiction can destroy 
families and relationships. 


Gamble 

WISELY, HAVE FUN 

* Never take a debit card, credit card, or 
checkbook into a casino. Only take the 
cash you can afford to lose. 

* Take a watch and check it frequently. 
Never gamble alone. Take someone 

with you. Leave when you reach 
your predetermined limits, no 
matter what 

* Write down what you have 
spent gambling.This allows 
you to keep track of tosses so 
that in the event of a big win, 
you can offset the tax conse- 
quences with your losses. 

* Never, ever borrow money to gamble, 

* Understand that once you are in debt, 
gambling wilt only get you further in debt. 

SOURCE: THE OKLAHOMA ASSOCIATION FOR GAMBLING ADDIC- 
TION AWARENESS (WWW.OAGAA.ORG) 


By presenting this story to readers, we 
recognize the casino’s importance to who 
we are becoming as Oklahomans as well as 
its new and exciting presence on Oklahoma’s 
entertainment landscape* We also see the 
underbelly, the unintended consequences of 
gambling that no tribal leadership or casino 
CEO would willingly indict on a customer. 
Addiction, however, remains a part of the 
human condition, and part of die casino 
environment as well. 

With that in mind, in the sidebar above, 
we’ve borrowed some important gambling tips 
from die Oklahoma Association for Gambling 
Addiction Awareness. Meanwhile, have fun, 
be safe, and, as reporter Chad Love learned 
in his piele u Games of Chance” (page 16), 
know your limits. 


mccune@oklahomatoclay. com 


I T VE BEEN TO Las Vegas twice, 
Atlantic City twice, once to a ca- 
sino in Swaziland, and once to the 
Thimderbird Casino east of Norman. 

I was newly nineteen the first time 
1 went to Vegas and in my twenty-second 
year the second time. 

The second time was the best, without 
question— I was there for two Grateful 
Dead concerts at the end of May 1 992, 
j ust before Jerry Garcia launched his necktie 
enterprise and close enough to his death 
in 1995 to appreciate what I’d seen* The 
incongruity of thousands of Deadheads 
wandering from casino to casino seemed like 
the very best of America’s distinct cultures 
colliding for a spirited three days. 

Ar the time, l never would have dreamed 
Oklahoma would become, in just a decade 
and a half, second to Nevada in casino and 
gaming operations nationwide, just two 
months ago, on my way to a funeral in 
Seminole, 1 passed two Fire Lake casinos, one 
under construction. Without question, the 
gaming enterprise— such a benign term for 
so controversial a gig — has taken a strong 
foothold in Oklahoma. 

Indian gamings tourism and entertain- 
ment value for Oklahoma is arguably 
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Letters 


Pen to Paper 

Readers put in their two cents worth. 


Osage Can You See 

I wanted to put in writing how much 
I love every issue, especially the article on 
Osage Comity ("The Osage,* March/ April 
2006). My father was a pastor of die Wild- 
horse Baptist Church between Skiatook and 
Hominy when I was three years of age. 

Your magazine is a great tribute to the 
greatest state. 

Van Meigs 

Webb City, Missouri 

Past Meets Present 

1 love your magazine. I am a third-genera- 
tion Oklahoman raised in Muskogee whose 
great-grandfather came to Indian Territory 
from Texas, I attended Oklahoma State 
University and now live in northern New 
York with my wife and son. Thank you, 
Oklahoma Today , for keeping me grounded 
and providing much -needed comfort, 

David McKee 
Plattsburgh, New York 

A- Trimble With Excitement 

As I was reading the March/ April 2006 
issue, 1 saw a familiar name, Vance Trimble 
( u War Stories"). Trimble is one of the most 


Calling All Queens 


Oklahoma s first one hundred 
years is rich with die contributions 
of African American women. Now, 
the UNCROWNED QUEENS PROJECT, one of 
300 Oklahoma Centennial Commis- 
sion projects, is seeking n omina tions 
of these community builders. If you 
know of such a woman who has 
been a positive force in the lives of 
others, call Pamela Wilcox at the 
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation 
Department at (405) 230-841 1 or visit 
u ti crown edq u een s . com , 

n 


remarkable people 1 have ever known. He 
is approaching ninety-three, and his mind 
is as active as it ever was. 

Since retiring to his hometown, Wewoka, 
he has written a remarkable book to be 
published this spring, a semifactual history 
of the Semi tides from Florida to Indian Ter- 
ritory. Trimble has contributed much of his 
wealth to the people of Wewoka, including 
the new Singing Tower monument at the 
Oakwood Cemetery in Wewoka, 

Gene G. Aldridge 
Richardson, Texas 

‘We love your 
magazine. It 
reminds us 
of how great 
Oklahoma is and 
how much we 
miss it.’ 

- Toni Rush 

Number 110 

l enjoyed the story on Oklahoma Muse- 
ums in the March /April 2006 issue. “The 
Museum: Where Knowledge Is King" was 
informative and very well done. While you 
cant please everyone, I must point out a 
glaring omission in the category of trans- 
portation museums in our state. 

Hie nationally recognized Hajek Mo- 
tors ports Museum is located southwest of 
Enid in Ames. First-time visitors will be 
amazed at die high-quality collection of 
famous racing cars on display in such an 
unlikely small-town setting. 

Frank Dinkier 

Oklahoma City 



Number lit 

The March /April issue of Oklahoma Today 
featured 109 Oklahoma museums. Sadly 
missing was the Museum of the Cherokee 
Strip right here in Enid, 

This museum is the top priority of Dr. Rob 
Blackburn, executive director of the Okla- 
homa Historical Society, as it is expanded 
to become the Cherokee Strip Regional 
Heritage Center. There is a great story here 
as we invest an additional $5.5 million to 
bring new hie to the accomplishments that 
started with the Land Run of 1 893. 

We enjoy reading Oklahoma Today . 

Lew 0. Ward 
Enid 

Heck, They're All Great 

I would like to thank Oklahoma Today for 
the recent article on museums. As executive 
director of the Oklahoma Museums As- 
sociation T 1 am proud of every Oklahoma 
museum. I would encourage our citizens to 
visit the three hundred plus museums across 
Oklahoma. Thanks again to Oklahoma Today 
for acknowledging the importance of our 
museums. Keep up the great work. 

Brenda Granger 

Oklahoma City 

Editor to Editor 

Congratulations on a great fiftieth an- 
niversary issue of Oklahoma Today (Janu- 
ary/February 2006). IVe had several friends 
and even a legislator, Bill Nations, mention 
seeing my picture. Congratulations, too, on 
winning IRMAs Magazine of the Year. That 
brought back memories of when Oklahoma 
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"Since 1956, Oklahoma Today has served our great state by offering images and stories about the land, people, 
and events that have shaped our sense of community."— Dr. Bob Blackburn at the 2006 Oklahoma Book A wards 



Today Magazm 

Icum**** 

IKJ . 


much we miss it. Reading it, we have learned 
so much. We cannot wait to go back and 
explore what was once our backyard. I know 
Jay would love to receive the latest issue and 
any issues sent out until he returns. 

Ihank you lor thinking of those away 
from family. Keep up the terrific work, 

Toni Rush 
Stillwater 

Wow, What a wonderful gift you will he 
giving my husband, who is serving for the 
second time in Afghanistan. Hopefully you 
can stop sending Oklahoma Todiiy in August 
2006, and he can read ours at home. 

Susan Bennett 
Oklahoma City 

Correction: On page 32 of the March/April 
2006 issue, we neglected to mention Okla- 
homa Pulitzer Prize winner Gaylord Shaw, 
who won the award in 1978 for national 
reporting, We regret the omission, 


CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN 2006 
Thank you, thank you very much. On 
March 1 1 f 2006, at Oklahoma City’s 
Petroleum Club, the Oklahoma Center 
for the Book recognized Oklahoma 
Toda/s first fifty years of literary 
contribution to the state of Oklahoma 
with the distinguished service award, 
presented by Dr. Bob Blackburn of 
the Oklahoma Historical Society, 

On February 25,2006, Oklahoma 
Today was named Best Magazine 
in Oklahoma by the Oklahoma 
chapter of the Society of Professional 
Journalists. Oklahoma Today received 
a total of seven awards at the 
ceremony held at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in downtown Tulsa. 


Oklahoma Today welcomes the views of readers. 
Letters are subject to editing and must include 
name, address, and a daytime phone number. Send 
letters to: Oklahoma Today, Attn: Editor, 1 20 North 
Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 73102, 
or fax to (405) 230-8650. Address electronic 
mail to letters@oklahama today com. 


Today won the same award when I was edi- 
tor. You and your staff have been doing an 
excellent job with Oklahoma Today* I wish 
you all the best. 

Sue Carter 

Oklahoma Today editor in chief, 1979-1991 

Norman 

The Right Answer 

The picture shown on page 64 in rhe 
March/ April 2006 issue is Fort Washita. We 
once owned land adjacent to tort property, 
and as a young girl, 1 played among the ruins 
of the old fort. The caretaker at the time knew 
all the Aunt Jane ghost stories, which have 
been passed down to generations of my family. 
Fort Washita is still one of my very favorite 
places to explore in Oklahoma. 

Sara Snodgrass 
Noble 


Ghost World 

During one of our many visits to Fort 
Washita, my daughter, grandson, and I saw 
what we believed to be a ghost. While show- 
ing my grandson the cemetery, we looked 
over into the woods and saw a man who 
appeared to be adorned in a Confederate 
uniform, rifle in hand, sitting by an oak 
tree. He didn’t move, but we certainly did 
after he seemed to vanish into thin air. We 
looked around to see if perhaps it might 
have been one of the caretakers, but no 
one was around. We heard no footsteps or 
noises in the woods that surround the final 
resting place of so many. 

Peggy Toney 

Norman 

Soldiers' Stories 

I saw your notice about sending compli- 
mentary issues to soldiers overseas 
in the November/December 2005 
issue, and 1 wanted to give you my 
husbands information. We are 
both natives of Oklahoma and are 
currently stationed i n Jacksonville, 
Florida, with the U.S, Navy. He 
is deployed on an aircraft earner 
near Iraq. 

We borh love your magazine 
because it reminds us of how 
great Oklahoma is and how 
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Marketplace 


"When people pass through, they say This looks like a store I saw on an old cowboy western.' 

-Co-owner Lee Ann Boone on the Oklahoma feel of Boone General Store 


Special Livery 

In Bricktown, Boone General Store makes an Oklahoma statement. 


By Steffie Corcoran 
Photography by John Jernigan 


1 0 



Rock On 

Want to take your keepsakes to another 
level? Light up a granite or marble candle 
made in Oklahoma City by Celtic Fire 
Stone. Boones stash comes in various shades 
and sizes, including several in the Sooner 
States familiar frying pan shape. $45. 


It’s a Bling Thing 

The term “wearable art" isnt an overstate- 
ment when applied to the jewelry at Boone 
General Store. Many of the handmade, 
one-of-a-kind pieces reveal a Southwest 
or Native American influence. Silver and 
turquoise necklace, $444.95- 


Lady in Red 

The apparel at Boone's is heavy with western, 
ornate influences, as in the case of this jacket. 
Gordon & James jacket, $179.99. Boone 
General Store, 1 15B East Reno in the old 
Wells Fargo Livery Stable. (405) 228-0033 
or boonege neralsto re-o Idaho ma .com. 




They’ll Be Swingin’ 

Eva Longoria, Ten Hatcher, Jessica Simpson, 
and femmes fatales stateside covet this arm 
candy. Boone General Store is a nirc Oklahoma 
retailer for Mary Frances handbags, prized 
for their embellishments, whimsy, and style. 
Golden Glow handbag, $275.99. 


Iron Star 

Your luck might change for the better with 
this spirited sculpture on die shelf Made by 
Jeff and Emily Nan rices in Del City from 
welded horseshoes, JE Horseshoe and Metal 
Art s cowboy creations are both fanciful and 
affordable. Horsin' Around, $40.99. 


Bucking the System 

Old-style metal toys provide nostalgia for 
big kids and hours of simple fun for todays 
rots. From racecars to robots to this tin Gene 
Autry wind-up toy with movable parts, these 
collectibles were created from the original 
molds of vintage toys. $24.99. 
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Vtnrta native Lee Ann Boone, co-owner of 
Boone General Store in Brick town, is inspired 
by her great-grandfather William Wallace 
Boone, who opened a Caddo, Indian Territory, 
general store in 1903. Boone General Store is 
located in the old Wells Fargo Livery Stable. 
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STAY AT 
BEST WESTERN 
HOTELS IN 
OKLAHOMA AND 
RECEIVE THE 
FAIRLY ODDPARENTS 
$50 TRAVEL CARD 
TOWARD YOUR NEXT 
FAMILY VACATION. 


For 60 years, you’ve included Best Western* in your family's summer 
vacations. To say thanks the Best Western hotels of Oklahoma are 
offering this limited edition $50 Best Western Travel Card™ Besides 
looking great, it works like cash at over 4,200 hotels in over 
80 countries, including the 41 hotels in Oklahoma. 


To get yours, stay 6 nights at any Best Western hotel between June 4th 
and August 19th, Simply register for this offer before your first stay 
and join our FREE guest rewards program, Gold Crown Club* 
International! For reservations, call or visit us online 
and use promotion code SUM06. ^ 


bestwestemOklahoma.com/summer 

1.800.338.8163 



SIXTY YEARS OF CARING. 

1946 | 2006 


Ada 
Ah us 
Ardmore 
Atoka 
Bartlesville 
Blackwell 
Broken Arrow 
Chickasha 


Glaiwore 

Guthrie 

Okmulgee 

Stroud 

Durant 

Lawton 

Qwasso (Tulsa Area) 

Tahlequab 

Edmond 

McAlester 

Penry 

Tulsa (3) 

El Reno 

Miami 

Poteau 

Tulsa Area tJenh) 

Elk City 

Midwest City 

Sallisaw 

Weatherford 

Enid 

Oklahoma City {3) 

Sand Springs (Tulsa Area) 

West Siloam Springs 

Glenpod (Tulsa Area] 
Grove 

Oklahoma City Area (Moore) 

Stillwater 

Yukon {Oklahoma City Area) 


©2006 ViacoiTr Inc, All right* reserved. Nickelodeon, The Fairly OttfPansms and ell related titles, logos and characters aro Trademarks of Viacom International, Inc, 
The Fairly Odd Pa rents created by Butch Hartman. Offer valid for Gold Crown Club International £ u GCCn members residing in the US, Canada and the Caribbean Islands only, 
See www.gddcrowndub.com. Complete any 6 qualified nights stays before 8/19/06, Qualified stay » any stay at a qualified rate {eligible for GCCf points/miles). One Travel Card 
per member. Travel Card will bo mailed to GCCt member at eddms® shown In member profile within 6 weeks following 6th night stayed. Residents of Canada earn a 550CAD 
Travel Card. See wvYW.bosmesterntfflvelcard.ooni for additional terms. Other restrictions may apply. Promotion ends after collectible Travel Card supply is depleted. GCO 1 s 
owned and operated by BW GCO, Inc,, a wholly owned subsidiary of Best Western International. Inc, Best Western hotels are independently owned and operated. Best Western 
and the Best Western marks am service marks or registered service marks of Best Western International Inc, ©2(306 Best Western International Inc, AH rights reserved 
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at you^lf, ybu forget to hale your enemies." 

— WrJf Rogers 


1 What to Do With $77 

J A birthday party at Bell's 


HotSpot 

Dimes, baby 


40 Games of Chance 

^ Take a chance on recreation 

'rt ; ’ at an Indian casino. 


Make sure to leave a spot on your golf-watching card open 
for this once-in-a-lifetime tournament. 


H IT the LINKS with the nation’s most legendary golfers at the Senior PGA Champion- 
ship, hosted by Edmond’s Oak Tree Goif Club May 22 through 28. 

Designed by diabolically imaginative course architect Pete Dye, Oak Tree will 
test the strengths of more than 150 of golf's most popular and successful players over 
the age of fifty, players like Fuzzy Zoeller, Greg Norman, and Oklahoman Doug Tewell, 
winner of the 2000 Senior PGA Championship. 

Tournament director Ben Rubin says Oak Tree’s above-par bunkers, fairways, and 
greens made it a hole-in-one choice for the PGA. 

“The community was up to the challenge, and the golf course is definitely up for the 
challenge,” Rubin says. "It's a really difficult course the players will find challenging 
but rewarding.” — Kimberly Mauck 


The Oak Tree Golf Club in Edmond’s par- 

four second hole, Dub’s Dread, features Tickets to the Senior PGA Championship range in price from $15 to $210. Children sev- 

obstaeles like a split-level green, nearby enteen and younger are free when accompanied by a ticket-holding adult. Oak Tree Golf 


lake, and predominant crosswinds. . Club, 1515 West Oak Tree Drive in Edmond. (405} 348-2006 or oaktreegolfclub.com. 
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Yes, we're going to a party party ' 
— The Beatles, "Birthday 


er Coaster of Love 


Bombs away on a Mind- 
Melting Bell’s bash. 


B irthday party planning 

can stress parents our faster than 
a roller coaster takes a curve. 
Luckily, an action-packed Tulsa 
destination. Bell s Amusement 
Park, offers convenient party packages burst- 
ing at the seams with fun. 

Since 195 1 , Bell family members 
/ have operated the popular park, and 

/ -Sy they make it easy for Mom and Dad 

j Ca/ to host an unforgettable fete. With 
f rwo days’ notice, the Vents make res- 
ervations and show up, cake optional 
with at least five partiers for festivities 
fit lor any tweens special day. Chaperones 
are even admitted free of charge. 

Admission allows as many rides as kids can 
stomach on the Zingo roller coaster, bumper 
boats, and twenty other rides, plus a kid-friendly 
meal. Before the hot dogs and ice cream, it’s 
well worth the extra bucks to ride the park’s 
newest sensation, the Mind Melt, a dramatic 
rise and free fall from a 1 42-loot tower. Look 
out below! — Steffi e Corcoran 


Bells Amusement Park is open Friday through 
Sunday until Memorial Day. After Memorial 
Day the park will be open Monday through 
Thursday 6 to 10 pan.; Friday 6 to 1 1 pan,; 
Saturday, 1 to 1 1 pan,; and Sunday 1 to 9 
pan, 3901 East Twenty-first Street in Tulsa. 
(918) 744-1991 or bellsjamilyfun.com. 


A Custom Motorcycle 

For bike tiling, throttle up to Covington's Cycle 
City in Woodward. Tbis family-owned company 
builds custom cycles from toe ground 
up with American parts, many 
manufactured on-site. Sticker 
shock alert: They sell tor 
S50.000 to SI 50,000. 
jjljl (530) 256-2939 or 

covingtonscydecity.com. 


Get This! jJ 
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The Dunes in June 

They lie mainly on the plain at Little 
Sahara and Beaver Dunes. 


I T'S THE PERFECT time of year for 
Oklahomans to rev up their dune 
buggies and hit l!ic sands at two 
hot locales. 

Little Sahara State Park south of 
Waynoka offers visitors l ,650 acres of 
rolling hills, trails, and lofty sand dunes 


cowering up to eighty feet. The park is 
open 24/7, so when temperatures soar, 
riders just hit the sand at night. 

North of Beaver, Beaver Dunes State 
Park, albeit smaller than Little Sahara 
at 520 acres, is no less a gem. While 
wi de-open spaces characterize Little 


At Little Sahara and 
Beaver Dunes State 
Parks, safety requirements 
include seat belts, roll 
cages, and identification flags, 
depending on vehicle type. 


2 

Parks to 
Play in 


Sahara, the three hundred- acre riding area at 
Beaver Dunes consists largely of sandy brush 
trails. Families enjoy the trails, where the 
native skunk bush inhibits very high speeds, 
allowing even young children to bum rubber. 
Ihe daredevils head our to the open spaces, 
where they can rocket across the park and 
trek up the wind- whipped dunes. 

Whether by jeep or ATV, off-roaders will find 
an oasis in both of these Oklahoma deserts. 

— Megan Ross man 

Little Sahara State Park is four miles south of 
Waynoka on US, Highway 28 L $7 per driver per 
day. (580) 824-1471. Beaver Dunes Slate Park is 
one mile north of Beaver on State Highway 270 . $5 
per A TV per day or $10 for a three-day weekend 
pass , (580) 625-3373 , oklahomaparks.com. 



THE MANDALA CENTER 

A Non-Profit, 

Ecumenical 
Re treat 

Center 

Welcoming 

P.O. Box 158 - Des Moines, NM 88418 
TO A II (505) 278-3002 

www. mandalacan ter. org 

A quiet, peaceful place for rest and renewal known for its beautiful facilities, excellent meals 
and breathtaking views of the high plains and volcanic peaks of northeastern NM, Upcoming 
programs: 

Landscape Panning with Acrylics, F riday- Wed n esday, June 2-7. Paint New Mexico 
i an scapes selected for their beauty and diversity with artist Martin Montoya, Martin works in 
bold colors with a whimsical touch; he has created hundreds of images using various media 
including acrylics, oils, and watercolors, Martin's work is widely displayed in galleries in the 
western US, Hawaii and Europe. Open to artists and would-be artists, adults and young people. 
Fee: $450. includes New York Chamber Soloists performance and dinner on Friday evening. 

C el eh ra t i ng the F u It n css of a Wo m a n *s Pow e r* "I'hn rs dflY-S 11 n d a y, J u Iv 6-9* Di s co ver an d 

reclaim the wisdom within through this creative, insight fu f and playful retreat. Uncover and 
tap into the power of the "hanf\ .7 the body's energetic center, powerhouse, source of instinc- 
tive knowing, and center of courage ana creativity. Through gentle movement, imagery, 
storytelling, creative art and journal writing, workshop leaders C arol Lett and Lisa Whitlow 
will help you find your full power and treasures* Lisa is a professional counselor in private 
practice w ith extensive training in Jungian psychotherapy, dream analysis and the expressive 
arts in psychotherapy, Carol is" a registered Occupational Therapist, certified instructor in Nia 
technique movement and P bates mat exercise* and owner and manager of The Movement 
Center. Fee: $425. 

Creativity Week , Sunday-Saturday, July 23-29. Learn to make micaceous day pottery in 
this very popular workshop with Jicarilla Apache artist and potter Shelden Nu he/- Velarde, 
Participants will leam each step in the process, from preparing the clay* to shaping pots and 
other vessels, to sanding and finishing them, to tiring them in the traditional way. This 
workshop is open to adults and young people, twelve ancf older. Fee: S50Q or $9 50/two people 
registering together. 

Fees include tuition, double occupancy room and meals. 
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IUMANS ARE BORN 
GAMBLERS. AS a species 
we seem to be genetically 
hard-wired to Lempt fate, 
i to eschew a sure thing in 
favor of the tantalizing possibility of a big- 
ger payoff. We’ve been doing it since some 
enterprising Cro-Magnon, tired of digging up 
gophers and roots, gazed longingly at all those 
delicious-looking yet large and ill-tempered 
woolly mammoths lumbering about the plains 
like so many super buffers. Carefully weighing 
the risk versus the reward, our prominently 


browed high roller would then set out to hit 
the Paleolithic equivalent of the jackpot. 

And while we no longer have to gamble 
with our lives in order to procure our basic 
sustenance (at least in this country our innate 
urge to beat the odds is as strongmday as it 
ever was. Whether you consider it a harmless 
recreational activity, nijjd diet ion, ora corrosive 
Social disease, gambling h as old as we are, and 
judging by the sraggeifhg amount of money 
the gaming industry generally each year, there 
are an awfojj lot of us getting - in touch with ouj 


It's official: In Oklahoma, casino gambling has arrived. 
Indian gaming, once the domain of low-stakes bingo 
halls, has come online with big wins, big buildings, 
and big bucks. Resort casinos are now hot tourist 
destinations, with golf courses, restaurants, live en- 
tertainment, fitness clubs, and conference facilities 
all part of the package. Join us as an Oklahoma Today 
contributing editor explains how it all got started while 
letting us vicariously tag along on his casino adventure. 


By Chad Love 


Photography by Tom Luker 
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Cha-ching! Oklahoma’s Indian tribes have hit the 
jackpot with the addition of destination casinos like the 
Cherokee Casino Resort in Catoosa. The 95 ,000- square- 
toot facility attracts approximately 5 t 000 people a day 
with its 1 ,482 electronic games, 39 blackjack tables, 36 
poker tables, and other amenities. 


Indian Casinos 




Hit the Road 


Oklahoma h no exception* In Fact* with, 
at last count, some eighty-seven casinos and 
gaming centers statewide and several more 
cither under construction or planned, we 
are fast becoming a gambling destination 
for homegrown high rollers and out-of-state 
players alike* 

Much like a box of instant mashed potatoes, 
all we had to do was add the right ingredients 
to the mix, stir, and — voila! — instant industry, 
one that some say will spur not millions, hut 
perhaps billions of dollars in development 
over the next few years. 

Are we the next Vegas? We haven’t yet 
been assaulted by Tom Jones impersonators, 
so it remains to be seen just how pervasive 
the gaming industry will become. Those on 
the inside, however, are confident this is just 
the beginning* 

“I think were going to see development of 
bigger, more destination-type resort proper- 
ties in Oklahoma, and I think that’ll happen 
within the next couple of years,” predicts 
Brian Foster, general manager of Lucky Star 
Casino in Concho and the current chairman 
of the Oklahoma Indian Gaming Association. 
“We’re going to see a big expansion in all the 


‘It was just a single 
metal building. No 
resort, no casino.’ 

—Gina Olaya, on the precursor to 
Cherokee Casino Resort 

tribes 3 casino properties and all the amenities 
that come along with that, ' 

David Srewart, CEO of Cherokee Nation 
Enterprises, concurs. 

“There will probably be over a billion dol- 
lars pumped into the economy over the next 
couple of years,” says Stewart* "All this activity 
has a multiplier effect on the economy, and 
it's going to be noticeable.” 

Stewart says the Cherokee tribe alone will 
be reinvesting more than $150 million into 
capital projects to build new casinos and 
expand existing ones* 

In fact, of Oklahoma's thirty-nine feder- 
ally recognized tribes, twenty-seven either 
have gaming facilities or are planning them. 
Oklahoma now has more tribal gaming centers 
than any other state in the union. 


Walk into any Oklahoma casino on a week- 
end night, and you'll be rubbing shoulders* 
literally, with a mass of like-minded humanity. 
Oklahomans have always been gamblers: Our 
genesis, our continued history, and most of 
our traditional industries are predicated on 
risks, hunches, and a not-insignificam share 
of wild guesses. 

With that kind of background, die question 
isn’t will Oklahomans embrace casinos, for 
they clearly have, but how quickly they will 
become a defining part of our state culture. 
Visit a few, and you'll realize that question is 
being answered in real time. 

I N 1993, WHAT WOULD 
EVENTUALLY become perhaps 
the most popular casino destination 
in Oklahoma was just another non- 
descript tribal bingo hall perched 
on U*S. 412 east of Tulsa* 

’It was just a single metal building,” says Gina 
Olaya, d i rector of co rpo rate com m u n ica ti n ns 
and government relations for Cherokee Nation 
Enterprises. “No resort, no casino. We offered 
paper bingo, and that was about it ” 

Like many of Oklahoma’s tribes, the 
Cherokees’ sole gaming industry consisted of 
small -stakes bingo, which they inaugurated 
in 1992. Other tribes had been offering it 
for years. 

The history of Indian gaming can trace 
Its roots to 1979, when the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida first started offering high-stakes 
bingo jackpots much larger than those then 
allowed hy state law-. The Scm moles won die 
ensuing state-level court battle, and in 1 987, 
the U*S. Supreme Couri affirmed the legality 
of Indian gaming with a decision in favor of 
the Cabazon Band of Mission Indians, a tiny 
tribe sued by the state of California. 

The result was the Indian Gaming Regula- 
tory Act of 1 988, which clarified and codified 
the legality of Ind tan gaming. The act allowed 
tribes die exclusive right to offer and regulate 
gaming on Indian lands, provided it isn’t 
expressly prohibited by federal law and is 
conducted in a state that docs not prohibit 
gaming activity. 

In Oklahoma, that meant tribal bingo. Given 
the federal green light, those state tribes that 
had already been offering small-stakes bingo 
prior to passage of the 1GRA could now up 
the stakes considerably. 

“When die Cabazon decision upheld the 
earlier Florida ruling, thus creating the IGRA,” 
says Bill Thompson, a public administration 
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If you don't find a spot in the winner's 
circle, free Stuff helps. Last October, 
a gambler won really, really big at the 
Cherokee Casino Tahlequah. racking up 
S 192,000 in a progressive jackpot that 
marked the most sizable Oklahoma haul 
in Cherokee Casino history* For most of 
us, however* a nearly two hundred grand 


payoff seems remote. With profits in the 
millions annually, there's no doubt the 
house is the biggest w inner. To make all 
of that loss a little more palatable; many 
casinos offer reward programs that 
include discounts on mom rates, Ei>od, 
and other casino amenities* 

— Steffi e Corcoran 
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Cherokee Nation Enterprises CEO David Stewart 
has a lot to smile about In the last year, he has 
overseen a $29 million payroll increase. 

profcssorat the University of Nevada- Las Vegas 
and nationally known expert on the casino 
industry, “that's really when Indian gaming 
started spreading across the nation” 

The advent of more sophisticated and Vegas- 
like electronic bingo machines in the mid- 
nineties signaled the end of die prefab metal 
bingo-building era for the states tribes. 

“We really started getting kicked ofF in 
1 997, when we were able to work with game 
designers to offer faster and more hm bingo 
and pull-tab games," says Foster. “For us, '97 
was the beginning of the change from the old 
bingo hall to the casino-type atmosphere*" 

The transition was complete with the 
passage of State Question 712 in November 
2004, which created the State-Tribal Gaming 
Act, commonly known as “tile compact.” In 
a nutshell, the compact allowed the tribes to 
introduce newer machines and card games 
(specifically blackjack and poker), and in 
return, the state gets a percentage (usually 4 
to 6 percent for machines, 10 percent for card 
games) of the take from the new compacted" 
games. The act also all owed the state's racetracks 
to install a fixed number of gaming machines 
on-site, resulting in what has become known 
as the “rad no/' 

It wouldn’t be hyperbole to claim that 
712 s passage set off an unprecedented and 
appropriately karmic land rush among the 
states tribes. 


Many are now playing catch-up to places 
like Cherokee Casino Resort* Construction 
started in 2002, and the facility has been 
open since December 2004* 

Any doubts a would-be gambler may 
have about the newfound primacy of tribal 
gaming vanishes upon approaching Chero- 
kee Casino Resort* The art deco- themed 
structure resembles a mother ship amid a 
fiotilla of smaller ancillary businesses that 
have popped up around it to take ad van- 
tage of the huge crowds that flock there. 
A massive color display under the roadside 
marquee plays an endless loop of happy- 
looking people presumably winning large 
amounts of money and having lots of fun. 
Its obvious the tribe wants to convey the 
sense this is a destination resort. 

“Its not all about the gaming," says Da- 
vid Stewart. “We try to make it an entire 
experience for you when you come. We 
prefer to call it entertainment.” 

And people are responding* “Wc ve been 
open a year, and we've seen a pretty steady 
increase in attendance over that year,” says 
Stewart. “Because were a resort destina- 
tion, the percentage of out-of-state traffic 
is starting to grow steadily,” 

Stewart says the casinos out-of-state 
percentage started at 15 and has risen to 
close to 30 percent. “ WeVe built something 
people like," he says* 

The heart and soul of the place is the gam- 
ing floor, some 80,000 square feet of space 
that contains 75 card tables, nearly 1 ,500 
gaming machines, five restaurants, four bars, 


and venues for live music. The attached 1 50- 
room hotel is very nice in its own right, but 
without the casino, Its just another pleasant 
place to spend the night. 

I ARRIVE ON A SATURDAY 
AFTERNOON, and the casinos 
Rhode Island-sized parking lot is 
virtually full. 1 am pretty sure they 
aren't all there for the pool. 

After the hike from my truck, 1 check 
in, dump my hag in the room, and saunter 
downstairs to check out the casino. I have 
no idea what to expect. Ive never been in a 
casino before and want to experience it fresh, 
with no guides, no handler, and no clue. 

The Cherokee's gaming floor is situ- 
ated on a lower level than the hotel lobby, 
and as 1 stand poised to descend into its 
cavernous darkness, I make my first, and 
perhaps most important, observation about 
casinos: Depending on the vagaries of 
individual taste, they can be either a feast 
for the senses or an assault on them. They 
are crowded, they are loud, and they are 
smoky* Its no Walden Pond, but of course 
it’s not meant to be, 

1 step down to the casino floor, greeted 
by a cacophony of light and sound. I 
am immediately struck by the gulf-sized 
dichotomy of experience observable in a 
casino, diametrically opposed story lines 
often playing out literally shoulder to 
shoulder as people sit bathed in the soft, 
multicolored moon glow of row after row 
of gaming machines* 
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There are hundreds of people here, rep- 
resenting every shape, size, color, and walk 
of life, a whirling dervish of dreams and 
disappointment. The screen flashes, the 
shoulders slump, and another dollar disap- 
pears silently into the machine, while one 
row over, someone else hits a jackpot and 
gives an animated whoop. 

1 walk by the poker and blackjack tables. 
Eveiy one is full. 1 lean againsr a nearby wall and 
watch the action, not understanding a single 
hit of it. Whatever stratagem, the individual 
styles are as diverse as the players. 

Some casually hover over their cards as if the 
three or four hundred bucks worth of chips 
they just threw in are, like, no big deal, dude. 
Others sit up ramrod straight and as tightly 
wound as watch springs. Eyes narrowed, lips 
drawn tightly, they play in a serious, clipped 
style that doesn't invite conversation. Some 
wear hats drawn low over eyes shaded by 
dark sunglasses, just like the professionals 
on television poker tournaments. (Indeed, 
Cherokee Casino Resort recently entered into 
a marketing agreement with Scotty Nguyen, 
a professional poker player apparently famous 
for winning large sums of money and ending 
every other sentence with the word baby) 

Bored with the action at die tables, I wander 
over to the complimentary coffee, fill my cup, 
and make for the gaining machines, it is time 
to win some money, baby. 

But first, I need some coins, right? These are 
slot machines, right? Just like in Vegas, right? 
I walk up to a cashier’s booth and ask if the 
machines take quarters or nickels. 


“You Ve never done this before, have you?* 1 
the cashier asks rhetorically, 

“The machines only take bills or player s 
club cards," she says, smiling. I exchange a 
five for five ones and wander back into the 
maelstrom. I walk the psychedelic rows of 
machines until I find myself standing in 
front of one emblazoned wirh an airb rushed 
likeness of Kenny Rogers in his prime, say 
circa- 1 979. 

“Its time for counting when the playing 



A New School for an Old 
Business 

At AGES777 in Oklahoma City, card 
sharks are taking their hobby one step 
further by turning it into a career This 
7 ,000- squa re- foot t raining facility offered 
its first classes in August 2005 and has 
since graduated dozens of dealers on to 
the Oklahoma gaming scene. “If you Ye 
eighteen years of age, and as long as you 
didn’t llunk math, we can teach you. And 
if you did flunk math, we can still teach 
you to deal poker."' says school owner 
and Muskogee native Skip Davis. (405) 
60M88Soraces777.com. 

V- J 



is done,” Kenny suddenly intones in a tinny, 
metallic voice that sounds like it was recorded 
on a fast- food drive- through intercom, l slide 
a dollar into the machine. “All right, 1 fed 
refreshed,” replies Electro- Kenny. 

I look at the screen and am instantly 
confused. This is a slot machine? There's 
an electronic bingo hopper on one side of 
the touch screen, several horizontal rows of 
symbols in the center, and the instructions, 
while written in English, are of a language 1 
am utterly unfamiliar with. What is all rhis 
bingo stuff, anyway? 


T his is the point in 

the story where the average, 
nongambling reader falls 
down the botromless rabbit 
hole of the finer points of 
gaming definition and regulation. 

Remember the Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act of 1 988? It set up three “classes" of Indian 
gaming. Class l is traditional tribal gaming 
that doesn’t have a bearing outside the tribe. 
The Class 11 designation was written basically 
to include bingo and atl electronic facsimiles 
of bingo, while Class III Is everything else, 
including slot machines and full-blown Las 
Vegas-style gaming. 

Hie mb is that “electronic facsimile" part. 
At the time the Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act was written in 1988, the only electronic 
form of bingo was a hand-held electronic 
bingo dauber that essentially allowed you to 
play multiple games at once. 

“But in the nineties, along came the 
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‘I like to say that 
in Oklahoma, you 
have Class two- 
and-a-half gaming. 
The slots in Vegas 
or Tunica are still 
not the same as the 
compacted games 
in Oklahoma.’ 

—Gary Green 

technology boom spurred by the Internet 
bubble, and some brilliant technologists came 
up with a different facsimile of bingo,” says 
gambling industry consultant Gary Green, 
a resident of Delray Beach s Florida, whose 
business is based in Las Vegas, “The result 
was a completely electronic game that looks 
and plays remarkably like a slot machine but 
is classified as bingo.” 

That, according to Green, is what Class II 
gaming has become in Oklahoma. “I like to 
say that in Oklahoma, you have Class two- 
and-a-half, Ihosc arc the machines you 11 
find mostly in the casinos in Oklahoma, In 
November 2004, when State Question 712 


Food, folks, and fun. Hie Cherokee Casino 
Resort in Catoosa boasts many winners, 
including Lisa Hurt of Coweta and Diana 
Cantero of Tulsa, far left Cherokee Nation 
Enterprises employs 2,800 people, including 
cocktail server Chelcy White, bottom right, 

passed, it approved what in other states would 
be Class III gaming, but the way the law was 
written, its not true Class III gaming. The slots 
i n Vegas or Tun ica are sti II not die same as the 
compacted games in Oklahoma/’ 

Currently there are around 3,200 compacted 
machines out of a statewide total of around 
30,000, but that may be changing soon, 
thanks in part to the Terminator, 

When Arnold Schwarzenegger won the 
California governorship of California, one 
of die issues his administration pursued was 
the question of Class II gaming, 

“He came up with this scheme to tax the 
tribes a lot more than they were being taxed 
under the existing contracts with the state,” 
says Green. “The tribes responded by say- 
ing, ’Well just put in more Class II games/ 
California has a huge number of casinos, and 
it became a major political issue/’ 

file state of California argued to members 
of Congress that these games were not repre- 
sentations of bingo, but de facto slot machines 
that play a phony virtual bingo, 

“Whether this is true or not is obviously 
a matter of debate, but that’s the issue/’ says 
Green. “As a result, the National Indian Gam- 
ing Commission is taking a hard look at these 
Class II machines, and there are standards 
being proposed that would virtually eliminate 
current Class II machines and redefine it to 
be mostly paper bingo.” 

If the guidelines are approved, most of 
the popular Class II machines in Oklahoma 
would be illegal, including Electro -Kenny, 
who is patiently waiting for me to punch the 
flashing button. 

I still can't decipher the instructions, so l 
shrug my shoulders, hit the button, and hope. 
Ten seconds and three rolls later, the game is 
over, Electro- Kenny is counting my money 
and I still have no idea what just transpired, 
except that I lost a dollar. That’s when 1 realize 
my second and equally important observation 
about casinos: Walking into one completely 
ignorant of even the most rudimentary con- 
cepts of how the games are played is not a 
strategy for success. 

Not exactly flush with triumph, 1 decide to 
cut my losses and walk around the floor. AU 
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iti. 

Be sure to bring your 
I D. While some casinos 
allow eighteen-year- 
olds, others require 
gamblers be at least 
twenty-one. 


though the cud games are popular, its obvious 
the machines are what draw the most people. 
There are a dizzying variety of them. There 
are games that take the standard slot machine 
motif with names like Liberty 7 s, Royal Reds, 
Press- It- Up- Poker, Mount Cashmore, Jacks 
or Better, and Mr. Money Bags, and then 
there are the games with themes so seemingly 
incongruous with gambling, it frankly makes 
you wonder what kind of creative block their 
designers were grappling with. 

I sit down at one such game based on — I’m 
not kidding — the movie Alien. Now l love 
H.1L Gigers big-headed palooka as much as die 
next guy, but intergalactic terror is not exactly 
an image that makes me want to part with 
my money Give me a dancing leprechaun or 
something. There must be some deep industrial 
psychology at work* however, because l slip 
in a dollar anyway And lose it, 

I walk on and suddenly find myself along a 
row ofmachines that anyone over thirtywho 
ever picked up a comic book would recognize, 
sea monkeys. Yes, someone actually designed 
a slot machine based on the crudest hoax ever 
foisted upon the youth of America. 

This is a game I can understand the 
logic behind. The sea monkey ad seduced us, 
promised us amazing and wondrous things. 
1 bought into it. Didn’t we all? When the 
prize finally arrived, wc rushed to our room, 
tore open the package, and discovered we’d 
just paid $3.95 plus shipping and handling 
for a cheap plastic aquarium and a packet of 
brine shrimp eggs. 

Sea monkeys were, for many of us, the first 
game of chance we ever played- — and lost. 
And now some brilliant designer has gone and 
made a game out of it. This more than makes 
up for the alien. I can't wait to play 

Two hours later, I still cant wait to play 
The sea monkeys are easily the most popular 
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Indian Casinos 
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games in the casino. No one ever gets up (Toni 
them, and on [he rare occasion someone does, 
there js a mad rush to grab the seat. 

Discouraged, I go back to my room, set 
my alarm for four a.m., and immediately 
fell asleep. Gamblings hard work, especially 
when you don't know how. When 1 awaken 
and stumble back down, bleary-eyed, to the 
casino a little after four, its still surprisingly 
busy. 1 can hear the soft plastic clink of poker 
chips hitting the tables, velvet surface worn 
smooth and shiny, the soft Technicolored 
symphony of the machines. 

I make my way back to the sea monkeys, but 
theres a body in front of every machine, and 
none of them act like they’re going anywhere 
anytime soon. Whatever the motivation — nos- 
talgia, revenge, or optimism — its obvious these 
people are here to stay. Too groggy to wait it 
out, 1 give up for good this time. I shuffle 
back to my room and fell asleep dreaming 
of cheerful underwater kingdoms. 

Tor our language and culture to thrive, we 
have to have strong local communities/ says 
Cherokee Nation principal chief Chad Smith. 
Tor the communities to be strong, our people 
have to have economic opportunity. Gaming 
helps create that economic opportunity/ 


F or generations, 

AMERICAN INDIANS 
HAVE struggled to get their 
slice of the American dream. 
Can casinos help with that? 
The tribes say yes. 

w Eventually, all the profits go back into 
the tribe in one form or another,” says David 
Stewart of Cherokee Nation Enterprises, “edu- 
cation, health care, and normal governmental 
services. In the past three years, weve added 
about two thousand jobs with foil benefits and 
career paths, good training. Indian gaming 
has had a significant impact not only on the 
local community but the region/ 1 
Tie tribes done have to report their income 
or the percentages they pay out, but irs been 
reported that Lucky Star Casinos, with twenty- 
four card tahles and more than a thousand 
machines, earned the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
tribes around $10 million in 2003. 

“Employment was the immediate gain" says 
Brian Foster of Lucky Star. “A lot of tribes in 
Oklahoma are in small communities where 
there just aren’t any jobs. The casinos have 
created thousands of jobs, and the profits fond 
programs that assist tribal members. Its an 
important economic development tool.” 
Bill Thompson agrees, to a point. 



‘Oklahoma’s truly 
the Wild West 
right now, and it’s 
just starting to 
get settled a bit.’ 

— Gary Green 

“American Indians are the poorest ethnic 
group in the nation. They always have 
been, and they still arc, so casinos aren't 
really changing the overall situation,” says 
Thompson. “Nonetheless, casinos can make 
sure members of a tribe have health care, 
housing, and education. Tribes also pump 
their money into economic development 
projects to lure more jobs to the tribe. Some 
of them are doing some very progressive 
things. There’s no question the money has 
helped in many, many cases. On the other 
hand, gambling is a very selfish, individu- 
alistic business and activity, and tribes have 
historically been very communal in their 
thinking, so it tends to cross tribal values. 
Indian gaming is not an unparalleled good, 
nor is it necessarily bad.” 

It is, however, rich in ironies, such as the 
one I was struck by while walking around 
Tumderbird Casino east of Norman. Owned 
by [he Absentee Shawnee Tfi be, Ti underbird 
is an enthusiastic disciple of the Deadwood 
school of design. The exterior is all clapboard 
and false front cow town. Inside, mannequins 
dressed as showgirls and steely-cycd bad men 
gaze down from take staircases. 

The poetic justice of an American Indian- 
owned modern casino made up to resemble 
the archetypal Hollywood old west town 
in an efforr to hire mainly white suburban 
gamblers whose ancestors dispossessed the 
tribe to begin with is one theTaoists among 
us could have a field day with. 

But that's just the unique nature of Okla- 
homa gaming, says Gary Green. Green, 
sometimes called the “Donald Trump of 
Indian Casinos ” w r as Thunderbird s general 
manager in 2004, Involved in the gambling 
industry in one form or another since the 
1970s, Green is currently consulting with 
the Ottawa Tribe as it opens its firsr casino 
in Miami. 

“Oklahoma is a great state for gaming," he 
says. “But its a very young state for gaming. 
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Its truly, in the besr of senses, the Wild West 
right now, and it’s just starting to get settled 
a little bit ” 

Despite that, says Green, Oklahomans 
are far from rank amateurs when it comes 
to beating the house, 

“Oklahoma gamblers are far more sophis- 
ticated than the typical gambler who goes to 
Vegas or Atlantic City," he says. “In Atlantic 
City, the day-trippers who come up on the bus 
are the primary market. In Vegas, the typical 
gambler is a tourist, a recreational gambler. But 
Oklahoma has a history of being a gambling 
state, much more so than Nevada. I he entire 
heritage of the state is about taking chances, 
about risk, about gambling/ 1 

Green, a fairly ardent gambler himself, 
recalls an exchange he had with another 
contestant in last years World Series of Poker 
in Las Vegas. 

“The people at my first table were rank 
amateurs compared to the typical Oklahoma 
poker player," Green says. “1 snickered to a 
person beside me, “Lets hi I this table full 
of Okies and see who's standing at the end 
of the day/' 

So what does the future hold? Everyone 
agrees there are changes afoot. Brian Foster 
believes the future is in expansion. 

“The sky's the limit on where we can go 
with this” says Foster. “Will we ever be Las 
Vegas? 1 don’t think anyone will, but 1 think 
Oklahoma will have some properties that 
come pretty dose.” 

Green is optimistic but less sanguine. 

" Ve ry clea dy, rega rd 1 ess of I obby i ng effo i t, 
the National Indian Gaming Commission 
and the Justice Department are going to 
change the definition of Class II games/’ 
says Green. “If the N1GC doesn’t do it by 
regulation. Congress wiB amend the Johnson 
Act, which is the federal antislot machine 
law. Either way, the existing Class 11 games 
will probably cease to exist by the end of the 
year. As these changes take place, rhe way 
you play the games will be more Vegas-like. 
They’ll be more like the games in the rest 
of the world/' 

R egardless of 

WHERE THIS INDUS- 
TRY takes us as a state, or 
how readily our culture 
adapts to it, its safe to say 
our basic state character will survive intact. 
Two incidents in my casino adventure stand 
out in testament to that. 
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Standing inside the Goldsby Gaming Center 
in Norman, I am screwing up my courage lo 
sit down and play a hand of blackjack. Up to 
this point, I haven’t played any card games. 
There's a reason for that: Tile machines are 
safe and anonymous. You don't have to talk 
to anyone, interact with anyone, strategist. 
Basically, the only decision you make is 
how much to bet, how many lines to bet 
on, and how hard ro push the button. The 
rest is up to software algorithms and fate. 
But the table games are intimidating. They 
involve skill, strategy, and a modicum of 
knowledge, none of which I possess in any 
degree whatsoever. 

Both the floor boss and the dealer at the 
two-dollar table, however, are kind souls 
of eve rks ting to 1 e ra nc e , a ns we ri ng eve ry 
stupid question 1 have. The fellow players 
patiently wait as the rules of the game are 
explained, then explained again after the 
blank, uncomprehending look on my face 
says I didn’t quite get it the first time. 

None of them realizes, of course, that 
they are mere pawns in what turns out to 
be perhaps the most horribly mangled piece 
of participatory journalism in the history 
of the genre. When the cards are dealt, I 
instantly lose the ability to perform simple 
arithmetic, J mumble, 1 fidget, I sweat. I cut 
such a pathetic figure, both the dealer and the 


other players gently give me advice: Stay, take 
another card. I completely disrupt the flow 
of the game, hut not a cross word is spoken, 
not a single complaint lodged. Despite their 
best efforts, ! lose every hand, and there is 
genuine sympathy. On my last hand, one of 
the players looks at my card and says, “You 
should double down ” 

“What/* I say, “is that?" 

The game is stopped again as they all pa- 
tiently try to explain the concept of doubling 
your bet. The only problem is, 1 have no 
more chips. Ive lost every hand. 

“Here/' he says as he shoves me a chip. 
“Take it" I protest. “No, take it. It's a good 
bet/' 

I place the bet, the dealer turns over his 
cards, and 1 win my first and only hand of 
blackjack. 1 tty to give the chip back, but 
he refuses. “Might bring you luck," he says 
with a smile. 

Somehow, I don’t think a genuine act of 
Oklahoma-flavored kindness like this would 
happen in Vegas. 

A little later I’m in the Newcastle Gam- 
ing Center sitting at a machine, and losing, 
when 1 notice the lady playing next to me. 
I’ll call her Teresa. Teresa’s won about S3 50 
in the past few minutes, so I ask her what 
her secret is. 

14 Well, I've been playing out here for quite 
a while," she says, “and IVe seen things you 
wouldn't believe. So here's my secret: Know 
when to play, but more importantly, know 
when to quit/' 

That's when I realize the third of my ob- 
servations about casinos: They are what you 
make of them, nothing more, nothing less. 
Teresa's pragmatic philosophy is pure Okie 
common sense. 

“Do you know when to quit?" 1 ask. 

Teresa stands up, picks up her purse and 
cigarettes, and grabs the cash ticket from the 
machine. “You bet I do/' she says. “Some- 
times you're lucky, and sometimes you’re just 
chasing bad money. You have to know the 
difference between the two,” 

Oh, baby! Oklahoma has more than eighty 
Indian casinos ansi gaming centers in operation 
and more on the way. Fora sampling across the 
state , visit the following websites: cherokeeca - 
sino.com, chickasaw.net , tvinstarcasinos.com, 
choctawcasinos. co?n , comanchenatio ncasino. 
com , comancheredrivewasino. conu potawatomi 
org f hickystarcasino. org> milliondolLirelm.com * 
seminokmtion.com, and astrihe.com . 
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Imagine a world without ALS 





Imagine 

The Campaign for Q&RF 

toMRF 


Oklahoma Medical Research foundation 

825 Northeast 13th Street, Oklahoma City,OK73i04 : «i 


825 Northeast 13th Street, Oklahoma City, OK 7310- 
405-2717400 * 800-522-0211 


Please make a secure online donation today - www.OMRF.org 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY, OMRF! 

b 


1946'2006 


Henry, Oklahoma's First Lady 
and OMRF Board Member, 
with ALS researcher Dr. Robert Floyd 


For 60 years, the Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation has worked to make the dream of a world 
without deadly diseases like ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
disease) a reality. And with your support, in the 
next 60 years OMRF’s scientists will help make that 
dream come true. 


I can imagine it. Can you? 
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"Tears misted her eyes but when Ben Parks told her she had wfrn, classically pretty faee' 

explndi'd inin a triumphant, unbelieving grin ,r -froin a SepUmter 11, 1966, Tulsa, World story, 


Glamour girl Jane Jayroe has a few pointers for Miss Americas 
present and future. 


J ANE JAYROE OF Laverne earned — and learned 
from— her own Miss America 1967 title. 
Here, she shares ten bits of wisdom that 
might come in handy for Jennifer Berry of Tulsa, 
Miss America 2006. 

• Keep a journal. The year races by, and it’s 
hard to remember any details. 

• Be nice to everyone. Twenty years from now, 
if will matter how you treated people, even 
when you were exhausted. 

• Take care of yourself: Exercise, eat health- 
ily, and wash your hands often. It’s not fun 
looking sick as Miss America. 

* Pay attention to future career opportunities. 
Let the Miss America title be a steppingstone 
to jobs with long-term earning potential. 
• All former Miss Americas will shout in 


unison, “Get good financial advice and 
save your money." 

Travel tips: Sleep on the airplane, never un- 
pack, always have a good book, and carry 
your makeup and crown with you. 

This is a big job. Some days are hard work, so 
work hard, because the rewards are great. 
Be who God created you to be and don’t 
compare yourself to others. 

Be careful about dating and romantic rela- 
tionships. Give yourself time to settle down 
after Miss America before making decisions 
about marriage. 

Grow a grateful heart and enjoy everything 
this experience has to offer. The title of Miss 
America will stay with you forever. That’s 
almost always a good thing. 


Jane Jayroe, Miss America 
1967, is the co-author of 
More Grace Than Glamour ; 
a new book about her life. 
Jayroe frequently entertains 
guests in the piano parlor 
and formal living room of her 
Nichols Hills home, where 
she was photographed on 
February 1 5, 2006, 


Expert Advice 

Jane Jayroe on how best to be 
a Miss America 
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Tm a fourth- generation Oklahoman, andl am proud to be an Okie " 

“Yvonne Kauger 


Here Comes the Judge 

Yvonne Kauger reigns supreme in Oklahoma courts 
and as a patron of all things art. 


Shifflett has dubbed “Kaugirls. 
They’re based on my grandmoth- 
er, Annie Belle Gordon Bottom, 
who came to Oklahoma in a 
covered wagon. 


Colony native Yvonne Kauger, sixty-eight, has two lifelong preoccupations: art and the law. The Oklahoma 
Supreme Court justice representing the fourth district, Kauger is an adopted member of the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho tribes and founded the Gallery of the Plains Indian in Colony She is a co-coordinator of 
the Sovereignty Symposium and cofounder of Red Earth. Kauger lives in Oklahoma City, 



ingenuous. 1 would add funny. 
So would he. 

Many Oklahoma attorneys have 
argued in your courtroom over the 
years. Which is your favorite? Sena- 
tor Cleeta John Rogers, who 

hired me when it was difficult 
for women to get a job. One of 
my favorite lawyers was Howard 
K. Berry Sr. He never argued 
before me, but he exemplified 
both consummate lawyer and 


consummate gentleman. He wore 
great hats, and he was my friend. 
My most favorite lawyers are my 
colleagues on the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court. 

If someone gave you a stack of 
money and told you to spend it in 
Oklahoma, what would you buy? 

Indian art. If the stack were 
high enough, I would buy a 
life-size bronze of lire Guard- 
ian by Seminole chief Enoch 
Kelly Haney. 

Who are your fa vorite artists? I love 
Native American art, Even r artist 
who has ever exhibited at Red 
Earth is my favorite. 


Whafs the last television show 
you watched start to finish? Im 

a news junkie and a surfer, but 
I watch three show's in their 
entirety — House , Monk, and 
Boston Legal, 


What's in your CD tray? The pre- 
sentation of the Governor’s Arts 
Award program prepared by A l 
Md^aughiin and Joan Gilmore. 

1 was honored to receive one of 
the awards in 2005. 


Whafs on your bedside table? 

Mv prayer book. 


If you could impart one piece of wis- 
dom to Oklahoma youth, what would 

It be? When 1 graduated from 
Colony High School, our class 
motto was, “If at first you don’t 
succeed, try, try again/* I think 
that holds up pretty well. 

How do you think your staff would 
describe you, in five words or less? 
Kyle Shifflett, my staff lawyer, 
described me as artistic, atypical, 
compulsive, compassionate, and 


Where is the last place you dined in 
Oklahoma? Bella Vista in Okla- 
homa City. I had the chicken 
fettuccine, a house salad, and 
garlic bread. 


What talent do you have that few 
know about? I’m a beginning pot- 
ter/sculptor. I make people Kyle 

E 2006 


Whafs your favorite indulgence? 

A therapeutic massage. It’s my 
wellness program. I have one a 
week. Kris Ladusau keeps me 
from walking like a crab. 

What makes you happy? My 
grandsons, Jay Michael Edward 
Kauger Scam bier and Winston 
Jon Eagle Kauger Scambler. 

What makes you mad? Injustice. 

What are you fearless about? The 

welfare of my grandsons. 

‘Every artist 
who has ever 
exhibited at 
Red Earth is 
my favorite.’ 

— Yvonne Kauger 

What are you a wimp about? Taking 
the stairs. It hurts my knees. 

What do you believe in without 
reservation? God, 

What are Oklahoma’s biggest as- 
sets? Its people. My daughter, 
Jonna, practiced law in Lon- 
don for eight years. After my 
grandson, Jay, was born, she 
and her husband moved home. 
Her friends in London could 
not believe she would give up a 
worldwide practice to come back 
to Oklahoma. After the bombing, 
they called from all over the world 
to tell her they understood why 
she had come back. 

What could Oklahoma use more of? 

More people who are proud of 
being Okies. 
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Who 
is he? 



"He always finds a way to get into a character that makes you laugh/ 

— Lame Michaels in USA Today, December 1, 2005 

Say Hello 
to My Little 
Friend 

An Oklahoma impersonator 
goes live from New York. 
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FROM CRITICS TO bloggers, everyone is 
hailing this Al Pacino impersonator and 
Tulsa native as the best new Saturday 
Night Live cast member. “[He] is a great 
impressionist and sketch player and an 
all-around good kid. I am proud to call him 
my son,” says SNL head writer Tina Fey in 
jest. This former PunkV agent even scored 
a role in the next Owen Wilson flick, You, 
Me and Dupree. Visit OklahomaToday. 
com or check the Juiy/August issue for 
the answer. Last issue’s Name This Okie 
was Katrina Elam. —Brooke Adcox 



Virit... 


Bartlesville, city of UcaUr . 

Cjn Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the town that oil built, you can see roaming herds of exotic 
\J animals on an oil baron’s vast ranch, explore Frank Lloyd Wright’s only skyscraper, shop lor 
unique treasures and experience the art, culture, history and legends of the great American West. 


Bartlesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
201 SW Keeler * PO Box 2366 * Bartlesville, OK 74003 • 877-273-2004 • 918-336-8708 


www.VisitBartlesville.com 
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Enjoy the scenic beauty of the 
Ozarks in Joplin, Missouri. 

800 - 657-2534 
www.visitioplinmo.com 

or log on to receive a free 
Joplin Fun Guide. 


OKLAHOMA TODAY 


AV/J 


UN 


E 2006 


One. Two, Tree! 1 

Nme Oklahoma green thumbs weigh in on 
their favorite versions of natures majesty. 


Sharon Beasley, Oklahoma 
Horticultural Society, 
Newcastle: “The lowly 
mimosa. 1 will tolerate 
its trashy ways just to 
experience a warm summer 
night filled with the exotic 
fragrance of its delicate 
pink puffball flowers.' 1 


Steve Bicbcrich, owner, Sun- 
shine Nursery and Arbore- 
tum, Clinton: “Dark green 
lustrous leaves with beauti- 
ful silver backs that sparkle 
and wave in the Oklahoma 
winds make the chinqua- 
pin my favorite tree.” 

Charlie Co hi mi a of Cohlmias 
in Tulsa; “The Japanese 
maple. This accent tree of- 
fers a beauty and texture to 
the landscape and interest in 
the garden.” 

Steve Dobbs, horticulturist and 
author, McKey: “A very old 
southern red oak located on 
my family farm near Salih 
saw. Its branch crow n is well 


over eighty-eight feet wide 
with a trunk circumference 
of fourteen feet.” 

Bonnie Hammond* executive 
director of the Tulsa Garden 
Center: “My grandparents 
had a mimosa by their well 
house that seemed to bloom 
exotic, bright pink flowers all 
summer long” 

Steve Owens, host of Okht- 
homa Gardening, Stillwater: 
“The chi tal pa. a hybrid 
between the catalpa and the 
desert willow. Its summer- 
time flowers arc sterile and 
thus extra-abundant.” 


Terry L Peach, Oklahoma 
Secretary of Agriculture: “The 
hardy and attracti ve elms that 
provide shelter for our fann- 
ing and ranching operations 
in Woodward County as well 
as shade for my home ” 

Linda Shackelford ofTLC 
Florist & Greenhouses in 
Oklahoma City: “The Chi- 
nese pi si at lie I love the red 
fall color and the leaves,” 
Olivia Waldkoetter, Sierra 
Club, Oklahoma City: “The 
giant sequoia. These ancient 
survivors have much to teach 
us if wc choose to listen ” 



“We have a huge need to get more kids buckled up/ 
- Martha Collar, coordinator of Safe Kids Oklahoma f in The Oklahoman, February $, 2006 



The Oklahoma Safe Kids Coalition 
estimates that 90 percent of car seats 
are installed incorrectly* Certified 
installers at EMSA and local fire and 
police departments can lend a hand, 
but be sure to call ahead. 
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Free Safety 

The Oklahoma Safe Kids Coalition 
works to keep kids out of harm's way. 

B UMPS AND BRUISES are part of growing up, but one 
Oklahoma City advocacy group, the Oklahoma Safe 
Kids Coalition, part of the National Safe Kids Campaign, 
works to prevent the serious in juries diat kill 1 30 children 
in Oklahoma and hospitalize thousands more annually. 
This spring, the organizations safety messages will be front and center 
during Safe Kids Week* May 6 through 1 3* 

One way to be a child safety advocate year-round is to follow these 
simple precautions provided by Oklahoma Safe Kids Coalition coor- 
dinator Martha Collar. — Kimberly Mauck 


Buckle up your child Oh every ride. The Safe Kids Coalition trains 
technicians to check the safety of car seats. 

Supervise your child in and around water. At home, make sure 
there are layers of protection (a fence or door that locks beyond a 
child’s reach) between your child and the water. 

Allow infants to sleep only in cribs made for that purpose. Never 
let them sleep with an adult, in an adult bed, or on a sofa. 

Make sure you have a working smoke alarm on every level of your 
home and a plan for escape in the event of fire* 

Don’t let children younger than ten years of age cross busy streets 
alone. Teach them to walk facing traffic, use sidewalks, and not 
cross streets between parked cars. 

Make sure your child wears a helmet when riding a bicycle, skates, 
or skateboard. 

Keep poisonous substances out of children’s reach. Done store 

poisons in anything but their original containers. 

Throughout the year , ; the Oklahoma Safe Kids Coalition conducts 
safety presentations and workshops across the state. Consult oksafikids , 
org for additional information . (405) 271-5695, 


o K l ES 


29 



In Oklahoma City and Tuba, 
two men have brought their 
passion for film to the masses. 
At the Noble and Circle 


B RIAN HEARN, rU.M curator at 
the ( Oklahoma City Museum ol 
An, helped build it in the state 
capital s revitalized downtown. 
Businessman t dark Wiens is 
leading the building o( it in lulsa. In both 
cities, it is a Platonic ideal ol a Him screening 
venue and a world-class film program. 

And thousands upon thousands of Okla- 
homans have come. CincpKUcs, cincastcs, 
art-house aficionados, and just plain film 
f reaks in numbers of about 20,000 annually 
have visited the almost dbur-year-old Samuel 
Roberts Noble I heater inside the museum. 
More than 1 5,000 showed up during the 
inaugural year of Circle 2, the first of the 
rejuvenated i 'ircle Cinemas projected three 
screens in Tulsa, 

In these two venues, Oklahomans have 
sipped the sparkling waters o! die worlds best 
independent, art, classic, and foreign films, 


theaters, independents and 
documentaries find welcoming 
audiences and generous 

Clark Wiens, cofounder of 
the Circle Cinema, began benefactors . 

championing the addition 
of a Tulsa independent 
film house in 2002, A year 
later, the theater received 
art-house designation by the 
Screen Actors Guild. 


By Kathryn Jenson White 
Photography by Evan Taylor 
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thanks to Hearn and Wiens, tlifc prime movers 
in Oklahoma's seismic cinematic shift* Both 
men have a shared awtNof film's potential to 
entertain, educate, and enlighten. 

In summer 1994* Hearn, an Oklahoma 
Ci tv native living in Portland, Oregon, read 
an article about the museums plan? for a 
Elm program and applied tor the position 
of film curator. 

"1 was rebuffed C lie says, laughing, "It 
was too soon in the process. I moved back 
10 Oklahoma City hi early 1995, Museum 
director Carolyn Hill gave me an opportu- 
nity — at my own expense and on my own 
time— to take one month to create a proposal 
lor an annual art film program. 1 his was pro 
'Internet. I spent count less hours researching 
at OU to figure out how the business of film 
worked and formulating a plan. I still haw this 
cument. Its like my constitution. Carolyn 
hired mein summer l 1 ) 1 ) 1 ST 


film critic George l ang 
calls Hearn a David fighting the Goliaths 
a f co r po rate c i i lcn l a , fulsti Wfr; Id film ent i e 
Dennis King says Wiens, a 1%3 University 
ofTulsa graduate who spent his teenage years 
in Fund, is a rare combination of “hard-nosed* 
pragmatic businessman who knows where all 
his dollars are ' and the most passionate person 
about film he has ever talked to, 

“Some film lover or another was always 
telling me, Td like to start an art house,' and 
then I would never hear from them again, 

w ?■* - 

King says. "1 have to admit, when C link told 
me his plans for the Circle, 1 thought, "Yeah, 
right. Creat idea. Keep me posted,' Hes made 
a believer out of me. I'm in awe of him, 
Wiens says his father, who worked for Mobil 
Oil in t 'aliform a* instilled in him a respect for 
films power, i Turing \\ brld war Ik the elder 
Wiens screened films aimed at motivating 
people to support the war effort. 


Brian Hearn, film curator for 
the Oklahoma City Museum 
of Art, has brought many 
influential entertainers and 
filmmakers to the Noble 
Theater, including Robert 
Redford, Wayne Coyne, and 
Janet Leigh, 
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Cinema Study 


Okies 


Teaching 

the 

Circle 

Clark Wiens' Circle Theater 
Impacts Children 


Seeing is believing. Clark Wiens' 
interest in film and education led to 
Tulsa's middle schools becoming part of 
a national pilot program in 2004 called 
JOURNEYS IN FILM. Of the seven cities 
participating, Tulsa, with the Circle s 
help, involved the most students: 1 ,800 
at eight schools. 

Throughout the year, participants 
studied a curriculum of social studies, 
arts and humanities, and language am 
before viewing The Cap (Tibet/ Bhu- 
tan), Children of Heaven (Iran), Whale 
Rider (New Zealand), and The Way 
Home (South Korea). Before each film 
unit, teachers tested students about the 
film’s country* 

“Most ol the students hadn't seen a 
foreign language film," says former 
ecutive director Jean Letcher “They had 
to be told not to read the subtitles out 
loud. After each film, they had one or 
two days more of classroom work. Then 
they tested again to measure whether 
there had been any changes in attitudes. 
There were." 



The fantasy film MirrorMask screened at 
the Circle Cinema in January 2006. 


“You know how the old reels would spin 
when the film was finished?" Wiens asks* “My 
father had calluses on his hands from stopping 
those reels. He allied them war wounds* They 
never went away He always said film was a 
way to get people to do things," 

Oklahoma Gazette (Am critic Preston Jones 
characterizes both Wiens and Hearn as “relent' 
less" in their efforts to provide Oklahomans 
with significant films. 

“They could have gone the esoteric route, 
showing Bmserhead and ail this weird stuff, 
but that would have defeated the purpose, 
because so much of their mission is to pro- 
mote accessibility and foster interest in the 
mainstream audiences of Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa," Jones says. “To do that, they have 
gone out to fight for early screenings of major 
independent films." 


H FARN'S HABITAT IS a thoroughly 
modern film venue built on the site 
of the historic Centre Theater, which 
first opened in 1947. The 1 1 0,000-squareToot 
Oklahoma City Museum of Art is a platinum 
setting for this sapphire of a screening room. 
Hearn says the once- imposing movie mansion 
had become a “pigeon palace" by die time the 
museum purchased it. Construction began 
in April 2000; the museum opened March 
1 5, 2002, and the Noble Theater projectors 
flickered to life the next month. 

The museum restored the grand theaters 
lavish stair cases, graceful railings, and lobby 
area, refurbishing fixtures as it could. What 
it preserved matters, but perhaps nor quite 
as much as what it added: stadium seating, 
state-of-the-art projection systems— 35mm, 
16mm, video, and digital — -a quality screen, 
and a Dolby 5*1 surround-sound system. 

Wiens, too, has built a theater of dreams 
upon the foundation of a grand movie house 
of yesterday, Tulsas Circle Theater. In 2002, 
Wiens founded the Circle Cinema Foundation. 
In 2003, the foundation bought the remains 
of die theater and an adjacent furniture store 
with die help of a $100,000 City Develop- 
ment Block Grant. 

The original 550-seat Circle Theater, which 
opened in mi drown Tulsa in 1 928, had been 
for sale for more than ten years before the 
foundation purchased it, I he old theater did 
not die an easy death. It deteriorated into 
an adult film cheater in the seventies, then 
bounced briefly back to respectability as a 
Spanish language film house in the eighties 
before giving up the ghost. 



Tulsan Circle Cinema is fisted on the National 
Register of Historic Places, Wiens and 
company have invested approximately $1,2 
million renovating the theater. 


Wiens plans to open the 23 5 -seat Circle 
Theater and 100-seat Circle 1 inside the original 
theater building in October 2006, The 105- 
seat Circle 2, which opened in 2004 inside 
the furniture store next door, boasts superb 
sightlines, high-quality equipment, and plush 
red seating designed for comfort* 


U NTIL HEARN AND Wiens rewrote 
the state's film menu, Oklahomans 
were generally limited to major studio 
film fare. With the Noble and the Circle, the 
state has gone gourmet, 

“The film program at the museum literally 
changed the cultural landscape of the city and 
state overnight," says Noble Theater regular 
Larry Laneer of Norman, who has seen well 
over a hundred films since the art house inside 
the house of art opened, 

“When I first stepped into the theater, l just 
couldn’t believe it. I kept saying, 4 Where am 
I?” 1 Laneer says* “Brian and those he worked 
with planned it perfeedy to make the best 
possible setting for watching films,” 

The Noble opened in April 2QQ2 with the 
late film star Janet Leigh attending a showing 
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In 2002, tile abandoned Centre Theater in 
downtown Oklahoma City transformed into 
the Noble Theater The project added state- 
of-the-art projection and sound equipment, 

of her Orson Welles film. Touch of Evil, as pare 
of the Library of Congress Film Preservation 
Tour. Robert Red ford dropped by in 2002 
for the Celebrate Sundance Film Festival, 
and screenwriter Horton Foote stopped in 
to discuss Tender Mercies in 2005- 

“The most moving moments have been when 
we have had live music accompanying silent 
films like Harold Lloyd s 7 he Freshman with 
a five-piece jazz band from Austin and Buster 
Keatons The General with a live organ,’* Hearn 
says. 'They were absol utely magical. We set the 
tone with these wonderful historic films, but 
1 knew the real opportunity we had in Okla- 


SHOOT ME 


At the DEADCENTER film festival in Oklahoma 
City, named for its geographic location within 
the United States, movie fans can fill up on 
more than a hundred films from both local and 
international filmmakers. Screened at eight 
different downtown locations, the movies range 
from child- friendly to alternative and “edgy," 
says the festival website, June 7 though 1 1 . 
(405) 608-4575 or deadcenterfilm.org. 


homa City was to exhibit new-release foreign, 
independent, and documentary film* 

Far from being some cerebral cinema she 
showcasing classics, die Noble rocked in 
April 2005 wirh a screening of Oklahoman 
Bradley Bees leys documentary, Fearless Freaks, 
a portrait of Oklahoma's international rock 
stars, the Flaming Lips, Norman resident 
Christian Pitt attended. 

‘"The theater was packed, and the audience 
was screaming during the movie,” she says, 
“The Flaming Lips are from Oklahoma, and 
we can all claim them as pan of us and our 
culture. Brad is another Oklahoma treasure. 
That was the key to the evening: We all knew 
chat and were swept away by it.” 

Pitt got down with hundreds of cheering 
Lips lovers as lead Lip Wayne Coyne answered 
audience questions that night, but she almost 
levitated at another screening. 

“The most amazing of all my film experiences 
at the museum was when Robert Rcdibrd 
introduced Medwigatid the Angry Inch? Pitt 
says. “His appearance stands out because there 
was no notice of his coming. The crowd gave 
him a standing ovation — you could fed an 
exciting energy in the room.” 

Wiens, who sees film through the lens of 
educational programs and partnerships with 
religious, civic, cultural, and political orga- 
nizations, also celebrated homegrown talent 
when he and the Jewish Federation of Tulsa 
hosted the standing-room-only Oklahoma 
premiere of Tulsa native Tim Blake Nelsons 
7 he Grey Zone. 

“Clark Wiens is indispensable to the dev ol 
Tulsa, 11 says Nelson, “With opening weekend 
box office ever more pervasive in the movie 
industry as the arbiter of what s of value, it’s 
more difficult to get art films to places like 
Tulsa. Clark is getting die films there: 1 

J EANNE HOFFMAN SMITH, Oklahoma 
City's “philanthropist extraordinaire,” as 
Hearn calls her, is a social worker by day 
and by night a supporter of film initiatives, 
events, and programs at Oklahoma City 
University and the University of Oklahoma, 
She is passionate about the educational, con- 
necting, and healing powers of good film. Her 
$500,000 gift provided the endowment for 
the museums film program, the Thatcher 
Hoffman Smith Film Endowment, 

“Film has brought to our country and 
to the world a place where people can feel 
part of a community,” Smith says. “There Is 
something about a dark theater where people 


‘Robert Redford’s 
appearance stands 
out in my mind. 
You could feel an 
exciting energy in 
the room.’ 

— Christian Pitt 

gather and feel part of a group. The museum 
theater offers a community meeting place built 
around stories. The films it brings provide an 
opportunity to know yourself and the world 
around you better.” 

Many major studio movies are like Snick- 
ers bars. They may taste sweet, but everyone 
knows what is coming before the first bice. 
Films on the Noble and Circle screens make 
up a chocolate sampler packed with intensely 
flavored truffles of film that always surprise. 
The selection is large and varied: The Noble 
screened about 1 50 films in 2005, the Circle 
about 125, ranging from the media documen- 
tary Control Room to the inspiring Paper Clips , 
a documentary about Tennessee children who 
collected six million paperclips representing 
the jews killed hy the Nazis, 

“In about a months span, Clark brought 
in documentaries about bowling, bass fish- 
ing, and belly dancing,” Dennis King says. 
“Clark really gets that film has this power to 
galvanize and motivate and get people angry 
and excited. You don’t get that in the corporate 
world of multiplexes.” 

Wiens, too, talks about the magical com- 
munal experience of watching a film. 

“When you shut the lights off, there’s 
always hope," he says. “I see film as a way 
to help people live with one another. Our 
foundation is secular and apolitical, but any 
church can come here. We’ve had Jewish 
and Catholic and all kinds of events. We Ve 
had Republican and Democrat functions. 
We arc a venue in which the medium of 
film can educate, entertain, and help make 
peoples lives better,” 

The Circle Cinema is located at 10 South 
Lewis Avenue in Tulsa. (918) 58 5- FILM or 
circlecinmiii.com. The Oklahoma City Museum 
of An Noble Theater is located at 415 Couch 
Drive. (405) 236-3100 or okcmoa.com. 
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OK MOZART Festival 



Call today for a FREE 2006 Festival Guide 
918.336.9800 I OKMOZART.COM 


ConocoPhrHips 


celebrates Mozart's 250 th Birthday 


Amici New York Orchestra 
June 14, 16, 17 


Over 170 events of Mozart & more 

■ Music, Dance, Theater, Literature, Food, Tours & more... 
Spotlight Events: $20-$47 Adults, $7-25 Students 
Daytime Showcase Events: FREE - $30 


10: The Sorcerer - a Gilbert & Sullivan musical comedy 

11: Piano Recital by 2005 Van Cliburn Silver Medalist 
12: RAINFOREST - Multimedia Dance Theater 
13: Spencer Prentiss ChamberFest by artists from 
The Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center 
14: Mozart & More by Amici New York Orchestra 
15: Bluegrass Concert by Byron Berline Band 
16: Woolaroc Outdoor Concert with Fireworks! 

17: Grand Finale with legendary 
pianist Andre Watts 
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All storms are not created equal. From Thomas 
Moran’s Grand Canyon, 1907 ; detail pictured, to 
the rocky seas of Cornwall, England, the tempests 
depicted at a new Oklahoma City Museum of Art 
exhibit are as varied as Oklahoma’s spring weather. 


I Stormy Weather 

" In a twist on the usual sky gazing, take a temperature 
reading on an Oklahoma City Museum of Art exhibit. 

O klahomans are accustomed to the riches and hazards that can emanate 
from the sky above. They’ll come from a different source during the 
Oklahoma City Museum ot Art’s timely exhibit, Tempests and Romantic 
Visionaries: Images of Storms in European and American Art. 

"The Romantic painting was very dramatic,’’ says exhibit curator Hardy 
George of meteorological works by artists like Thomas Cole, Thomas Moran, 
and J.M.W. Turner, each of whom is represented in the exhibit. “Many times 
these storm scenes were allegorical. They conveyed a certain meaning.” 

This severe storm season, a trip to see the eighty works in the Tempests and 
Romantic Visionaries exhibit should provide a clear forecast for what storms 
and weather phenomena have meant in art. — Steffie Corcoran 

Tempests and Romantic Visionaries: Images of Storms in European and 
American Art runs April 21 through August 13 at the Oklahoma City Museum 
of Art. 415 Couch Drive, (405) 236-3100 or okcmoa.com. 
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Car dealer Harvey Platt died in 1978. 


This summer, he’ll help seven teenagers 
keep their cars running. 


T" jTCttdmKJTTia Baptist 

tmrnes 


When World War II dried up the supply of cars for Harvey's 
Studebaker dealership, he went into the auto salvage business. 
His success there enabled him to expand into oil lease 
investments. 

Though he never married, Harvey loved children and often 
bought cowboy boots for needy children in Hughes and 
Seminole counties. He adored his two nieces, adopted by his 
sister. Real izing how their lives had changed for the better, 
Harvey left a portion of his estate to the Baptist Children's 
Home in Oklahoma City to help other children in need. 

Of the 50 children living on the campus today, seven 
teenagers have a driver’s license and are privileged 
to own a car. 

Harvey was successful during the war in salvaging metal; 
today, he is successful in salvaging lives. 

You can make a difference in the lives of children by 
including Oklahoma Baptist Homes for Children in your 
will or estate plan. 

Contact Neal Wooldridge at 

(405) 942-3800, extension 4655 or 

neakwoo ldridge@obhc.org. JoFChildren 

www.obhc.org 
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Sites and 
Sounds 

An Okie Triple Shot 

By Louisa McCune-Elmore 



Site Seen Round the World 

Craigslist, the Internet equivalent of a 
swap meet, arrived in Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa just under a year ago. Go here to sell or 
buy goods, find a roommate, and generally 
locate or adve rtise an yt hing, Free , Te n mill ion 
worldwide users monthly, craigslist.org. 



Y oung adult novelist and Okk- 

horn a native Ally Carter is making 
waves with her latest romance thriller. I'd 
Tell You I Love You, But Then Td Have 
to Kill You (Hyperion, $1 5,99), an Alias- 
meets-Hany Potter 
yarn for the twelve- 
and- up crowd. At an 
all-girls boarding school 
for §pie$-in- training, 
protagonist Cammie 
Morgan falls in love but 
isn’t allowed to reveal 
the truth about her 
studies to her Romeo, 



The Betty Friedan of Rock 


Rock and roll never wouid have been the same 
without Wanda Jackson. Her sexy struts, fringe 
skirts, and brunette mane combined to make Elvis 
Presley and rockabilly fans the world over take 
norc. Check out 
the Oklahoma 
City residents 
latest homage to 
her music roots, / 

Remember Elvis. 

SIR, wandajack- 
son.com. 
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How great the art This year’s Gilcrease Rendezvous runs from April 
20 through June 11. Clockwise from top: Works from Walt Gonske, 
Tony Hochstetler, Sonya Terpening, and Joe Anna Arnett, all first-time 
exhibitors at Gilcrease Rendezvous in Tulsa 
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Deborah Daugherty’s 

.signs honor her heritage. 

>any, Harmony Accessories, 

me CheroKee Rose collechon. 

. at Oklahoma retailers mclu m 

, e Casino Resort gm shop mCatoos . 

nt, S45. harmonyaccessories.co 


Collecting. The 
Western Studio 

Three art authorities make it easy to 
buy the finer things. 

B UYING ART CAN be difficult, especially when Oklahoma 
is home to three prestigious art shows every spring: 
Gilcrease Rendezvous at the Gilcrease Museum in 
Tulsa, the Prix de West Invitational Art Exhibition 
at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 
in Oklahoma City, and the Red Earth Native American Festival in 
downtown Oklahoma City. Here, the principals of each show share 
expert tips to help you make the most of your art investment. 

— Brooke Adcox 


Gary Hood, senior curator, 
Gilcrease Museum 

• “1 like to see a sculpture 
completely in the round. 
Does it look good from 
every direction?” 

• “Try to look for things 
you personally 
enjoy — subject 
matter, design, 
color, and tex- 
ture — that all 
work together 
to create a 
pleasing compo- 
sition.” 

• “Educate yourself. Look 
at books about art.” 

• “What can you see in the 
art that is over and above 
the ordinary?” 


Connie Hart Yellowman, 
executive director, Red Earth 

• “Purchase Native American 
art at a juried art show like 
Red Earth, where all artists 
have been through a selec- 
tion process.” 

• “Meet with artists, 
because you may be 
k drawn to a piece 
because of the 
interpretation 
provided by the 
artist.” 

• “Always try to 
purchase as many 
original pieces for your 
collection as possible. There 
are many valuable reproduc- 
tions, but an original piece 
is yours.” 


Howto 

Huy Art: 
UTips 


Ed Muno, curator of art, 
National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum 

• “Look at as much quality art 
as you can. Ihe more you 
see, the more your judgment 
in art will improve.” 

• “In sculpture, I tend to like 
pieces with an interesting 
silhouette.” 

• “I prefer paintings with an 
atmosphere or mood.” 

• “Once you select an artist 
you like, it is best to check 
out more of their work.” 


Gilcrease Rendezvous will be 
held April 20 through June 1 1 at 
the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa. 

(9 IS) 596-2700 or gilcrease. oig. 
The Prix de West Invitational Art 
Exhibition will be June 9 through 
September 10 at the National 
Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City. (405) 
478-2250 or nationalcowboymu- 
seum.org. The Red Earth Festival is 
June 2 through 4 at the Cox Busi- 
ness Services Convention Center in 
Oklahoma City. (405) 427-5228 
or redearth.org. 
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Letter From Pocola 


Culture 


'In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt." — Margaret Atwood 



Cathie and jim Greene, the farm is a place 
where people pick strawberries in the spring 
and go on hay rides and wander corn mazes 
in the fall. They call it “agri tourism/ 1 
When we got there, Cathie was tending a 
new and experimental crop of blueberries, 
I asked how it was going. 

“ Blueberries are hard to grow in this area/' 
she said, “Depending upon the variety, we 
are supposed to be either too far north or 
too faF south. But well see/" 

The Greenes are accustomed to trying new 
things, whether entertaining (and educating) 
groups of school children with pig races 
and goat walks or starting a small orchard, 
as they are this year, so people can see that 
pomegranates do, indeed, grow on trees, it 
is always an adventure, these visits. 

We talk for a while, fellow farmers sharing 
growing tips, and then head back home, filled 
with grand ideas for our own little garden. 

“I wonder,"" The Girl says, “if we should 
try some blueberries?” 

i roll my eyes. That means more digging. 


Garden State 

In rural Oklahoma , vegetable gardens are a rite of 
passage. Pocola , says Doug Kelley, is no exception. 


T H E C LI MATE Q F eastern O Ida- 
homa is a little different than 
that of the central or western 
part of the state. We get a little 
more rain, a lot more humidity, 
maybe a little less snow. We have less wind, 
too, although lately that has been debatable, 
what with flower pots blowing over and lawn 
furniture sliding across the deck. Geographi- 
cally, we live more South than West, which 
seems appropriate, since the resident Choctaw 
Nation had its origins deep in Dixie. 

The agriculture is different, too. We don’t 
have the big farms like out by Kingfisher and 
Guthrie, where folks grow wheat by the thou- 
sands of bushels. Mostly we grow' soybeans and 
some corn down in the river bottoms. 

The land generally seems most suited to 
raising cattle — cattle and the hay they eat. 
Just as our farms are not big, neither do 
we have the huge “spreads” of open- range 
country. There are no king-sized ranches, 
or even Zink-sized. The area is much too 
settled for that — too many houses owned 
by people who work over in Fort Smith but 
want to live out where there is a little elbow 
room, a little space between neighbors. 

Some of these people, with the acres to do 
it, decide to raise cattle, A few try to make a 
little money; others just want something to 
do. Pocola, with its spread-out city limits, 
has dozens of pastures, big and small, with 
contented cows grazing right here in town. 
Across the road and down a bit from our 
house on Gray Street, Clarence Treat will often 
“run a few head,” and so does his brother- 
in-law Bill McKenzie, who lives next door. 
Neither could make a living at it, but they 
have pasture out back, and it’s either graze it 
or mow it. They may not make much money, 
but they always have beef for the freezer. 

The Girl never liked the idea of all that 
mooing and smell, so we have never taken on 
raising cattle. But with the coming of spring 
one year, she decided we needed a garden, and 
neighbor Bennie Pace came over with his old 
Ford 9N tractor and disk to break up the hard 
day in the yard. Mr, Pace was slight and soft 
spoken, his back bent from years as a brick and 
stonemason, a skill first learned working for 


the \WA during the Depression. Between 
him and the tractor, it was hard to tell which 
was older, which was more worn out. 

He also loaned us his Troy- Blit tiller to 
work in mulched leaves and manure, to make 
a fine and rich soil. The Girl went to work 
planting and nurturing, and soon we had 
lettuce and beans, yellow squash and okra, 
all the things a garden should have. We also 
got our own Troy-Bilt and were soon feeling 
like the Farm Family of the Year. 

Years later, we still make a garden, still 
raise the usual peas and tomatoes, but it is 
also fun to see how the other folks do it. One 
day in early spring, The Girl and I made 
the fifteen-minute drive to the other side of 
Pocola to visit Wild Things Farm. Owned by 
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I had a heart-to-heart with Norman. 


David Whitaker knows a thing or two about health. After all, he is the president and chief executive officer 
of Norman Regional Hospital. He also knows that the summer he decided to take his own advice, is the 
summer he may have saved his own life. You see f when David turned SO, he scheduled routine screenings 
recommended For people of that age- treadmill stress test, lab work, cardiac scan, colonoscopy and others. 
It was during his cardiac scan that the radiologist noticed something irregular. Further tests revealed an 
aneurysm on his aorta that could rupture at any moment. The good news is, after surgery to repair the 
aneurysm and put in a mechanical aortic valve, David has fully recovered. He continues to advise people 
to get regular screenings. And that's good advice - no matter who you are Call Norman Regional today to 
make an appointment for one or more of these vital screenings. 


Norman. Another name for expert. 


CARDIOLOGY SERVICES 


877. NORM. REG I 405.440.8802 
normanregional.com 

Norman Regional Health PI ex 
1-35 & Tecumseh Road 


© Norman Regional 

HOSPITAL 
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Ten years ago , the Chickasaw Nations income was less than 
a million dollars annually. By 2005, that figure — thanks 
mostly to Indian gaming and the Chickasaws thirteen 
casinos — rose an astounding 18, 000 percent to more than 
$178 million. Vision, leadership, and a long-range plan 
all have conspired to make the Ada-based Chickasaws 
one of the most-watched American tribes today. 


A TRIBE CALLED CHICKASAW 

Chickasaws Defend Their Homeland by the late Tom Phillips depicts 
ft a historical tribal scene, a frequent subject for the Chickasaw artist 
Today’s Chickasaw Nation is undergoing an economic renaissance due 
in large part to Indian casino-style gaming across Oklahoma. 







The Chickasaws 







Foundation for Success 
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OHN HERRINGTON BELONGS co a 

tiny, elite corps of people who 
have flown higher, faster, and 
farther than billions of his fellow 
human beings. Three-and-a-half 
years ago as an astronaut aboard the space 
shuttle Endeavour 7 Herrington soared 220 
miles above the earth during a mission to 
the International Space Station. 

As exceptional as it was to be a part of 
that little band of space voyagers, it is his 
membership in another select group that 
gives Herrington both a special identity 
and unmistakable pride: He is a Chickasaw 
Indian. 

l Tm very proud of my heritage," says 
the Wetumka-born Herrington. “It was an 
honor and a privilege for me to fly in space, 
and I'm proud of the fact that I represent 
the Chickasaw Nation in that role ” 

He not only represented the Chickasaws, 
he became the first American Indian to slip 
the surly bonds of earth and venture into 
space. Since retiring from NASA last year, 
Herrington has moved to Guthrie, the 
closest hes been to his native land since 
early childhood. He works in Oklahoma 
City as vice president and chief test pilot 
for Rocketplane, a company that designs 
and manufactures space planes for com- 
mercial use. It was through his mother that 
Herrington, who is one-eighth Chickasaw, 
first learned about his heritage, but it wasn’t 
until the 1990s that he applied for citizen- 
ship In the nation. 

During the thirteen-day shuttle stint in 
which he logged nearly twenty hours of 
space- walking time, Herrington affirmed 
his Chickasaw pride by carrying the nations 
flag aboard and taking time to reflect on 
his heritage as the shuttle passed over 
Oklahoma. 

“It was an opportunity to look back at 
home, to look back at where I came from,” 
says Herrington. "Those are your people 
down there, your family It's remarkable 
how much different your perspective is 
from up there.” 

That same pride Herrington felt while 
“up there” is today just as palpable down 
here. Since the trauma of removal from their 
native lands in Alabama and Mississippi 
beginning in 1 837, life for the Chickasaws 
has arguably never been better. 

The tribe is flush with mostly casino-earned 
cash, its business portfolio is expanding, its 
youths are attending colleges and universities 



‘They were leaving 
behind the bones 
of their ancestors. 
It was very bitter.’ 

— Richard Green, the Chickasaw 
Nation's tribal historian 

in higher numbers with plenty of financial 
support, and its government enjoys more 
freedom of action and self-determination 
than at any time in the last century. 

Imbued with a fresh sense of purpose and 
pride, the Chickasaws have mounted a public 
relations campaign in which accomplished 
Chickasaws including Herrington share their 
stories in slick TV ads. The ads, tribal leaders 
say, portray not only the pride Chickasaws 
have in their accomplishments, but also 
show that Chickasaws are an intrinsic part 
of the historic, cultural, and economic life 
of Oklahoma, 

“Part of the message is that were there 
with you,” says Chickasaw governor Bill 
Anoatubby, sixty. "WcYc part of the fabric 
of this state. Our tribe has helped to make 
this state what it is,” 

Famous or not, ask just about any of the 
38,000 tribal members (21,000 of whom 
reside in Oklahoma) how they feel about 
their heritage today, and the likely response 
you’ll get is, “Its good to be Chickasaw ” 

O F COURSE, THAT hasn't always been 
the case, and there was a time 
when such heritage amounted to 
more of a liability than a bless- 
ing. When the Chickasaws, one 
of the Five Civilized Tribes evicted from 
their ancestral lands, first began arriving 
in Indian Territory in 1837, they were a 
tribe broken in spirit and body 
A once- proud warrior people who had 
defeated Hernando de Soto s conquistadors, 
die Chickasaws finally succumbed to unrelent- 
ing pressures applied by land-hungry w'hite 
settlers and their governments. Rather than 
abandon their own laws and customs, they 
sold their lands and embarked on a bitter 
march westward toward an uncertain future 
in a strange land. 

“What they lost in Mississippi, they could 
never regain,” says Richard Green of Oklahoma 
City, the official Chickasaw tribal historian 
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since 1994. “The removal was a tremendous 
watershed in the history of the tribe. They 
knew they could never return and knew 
where they were going was not going to be 
like where they came from* They were leaving 
behind the bones of their ancestors. Its hard 
to understand the emotional turmoil they 
went through* You'd have to be among them 
to understand the depth of their depression 
and despair over leaving their homeland that 
as far as they knew went back eons. It was 
very bitter; 1 ' 

Harassed by Plains Indians and subject 
to raids by vigilante Texans, about four 
thousand Chickasaws slowly reestablished 
themselves as farmers, ranchers, and traders, 
compensating their near, though distinct, 
cousins, the Choctaws, for a portion of the 
Choctaws tribal land. Today the Chickasaw 
tribal domain of more than 7,600 square 
miles covers all or parts of thirteen counties 
in south-centra] Oklahoma. 

By 1856, they had written a constitution, 
elected leaders, and set up schools, but the 
revitalization would be short lived. As a 
slave -holding tribe, the Chickasaws paid a 
price for their allegiance to the Confederacy 
during the Civil War, Following the Dawes 
Act of 1 887 that required allotment oflndian 
rribal lands to individual tribe members, 
dreams of sovereignty began to flicker. By 
statehood in 1907, such dreams had been 
snuffed out entirely, with the tribes governor 
appointed by the U.S, president but rendered 
essentially powerless. 

“The federal government tried to abolish 
the Chickasaw government at the time of 
statehood, but because there were still tribal 
assets nor setded in some way, they were 
allowed to have a governor appointed by 
the president,” Green says. “All that was left 
was a figurehead government/ 1 

So it would remain for the next seven 
decades as the Chickasaws, like other Indian 
peoples in Oklahoma, fought to retain their 




Governor Overton James served from 1963 
to 1987. Chickasaw governors are elected for 
four years but can serve unlimited terms. 

identity while living in a country by turns 
indifferent to their plight or determined to 
assimilate them by diluting their language and 
customs. In spite of the cultural hostility, the 
Chickasaws managed to keep their heritage 
alive and even nurtured hopes for greater 
self-determination bv conducting meetings 
in brush arbors and country churches. 

“It was intended that we lose sovereignty/ 1 
says An oa tubby “We were supposed to give 
up our language, culture, and heritage and 
become part of everything else. What hap- 
pened was that the traditional folks went 
underground and continued to resist and 
practice certain elements of the culture. 
A lot of folks only spoke Chickasaw. You 
can't make a people do away with what 
they are/’ 

Survival instincts honed by centuries of 
conflict and culture clashes enabled the 
Chickasaws to hang on. “They are survivors,” 
Green says. “They have survived extremely 
difficult circumstances throughout the eigh- 
teenth century, a whole new set of adversarial 
circumstances in the nineteenth century 
and again a w hole new set of very trying 
conditions in the twentieth century" 

A turning point in modern Chickasaw 
history came in 1963, when President John 
F, Kennedy named a young, ambitious, and 
proud Overton James from Bromide, Okla- 

Governor Bill Anoatubby with astronaut and 
fellow Chickasaw John Herrington 


homa, as Chickasaw governor. Unsatisfied 
with the relationship between Indians and 
the federal government, James, backed by 
tribal elders and equipped with bachelors and 
masters degrees from Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University m Durant, was determined 
to agitate for greater sovereignty. Tie timing 
was auspicious, as the appointment came 
when the federal government was open to 
greater autonomy for Americas Indians. 

“James was committed to creating a revi- 
talized government, and at the same time, 
the federal government was committed to 
giving tribes that opportuni ry” Green says. 
“That meant ihe funding taps turned on for 
all kinds of services and programs/ 1 

In a breakthrough for self-determination, 
the Chickasaws in 1971 voted James their 
governor and in 1983 ratified their first 
constitution in 1 17 years. The dream of 
sovereign^ had been resurrected. 

T HE FRUITS OF this revived self- 
governance, including a recent 
economic boom, are apparent 
in new facilities throughout the 
Chickasaw Nation, and especially 
in Ada, the tribes seat of government since 
the late 1 970s. Ada is home to a handsome, 
low-slung headquarters building where 
a bronze sculpture of a resolute-looking 
Chickasaw warrior, head shaved except for 
a distinctive crop on top, greets visitors. 
Dressed in a dark suit and red tie, Gov- 
ernor or Miko (which means “tribal leader” 
in Chickasaw) Bill Anoatubby is a genial 
fellow. Dark wood and a massive confer- 
ence table dominate his large, low-ceilinged 
office. With a medium, reddish-brown 
complexion and dark hair, Anoatubby has 
obvious Indian features. 

He is quick to point out, however, that 
Chickasaws don't denote membership by 
blood quantum but through documenta- 
tion, If you can trace your ancestry back 
to someone on the tribal rolls, then you 
are a Chickasaw. To emphasize the point, 
Anoatubby refers to a picture in bis office 
of his grandchildren. Some have blond hair 
and blue eyes. 

Elected in 1987 and now in his fifth term 
as governor, Anoatubby has presided over a 
remarkable transformation in the fortunes of 
his people, much of it due to tribal govern- 
ment initiatives. Loaded with facts and figures, 
he is ready to tout the big turnaround. “Its 
been a long time coming," he says. “When 
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The Chickasaw Nation operates 1 1 senior sites in Oklahoma, providing a social network and 
offering important services. 


we started, we had goals on a one- ro five- 
year basis, bur today were beyond what we 
thought we might achieve," 

The accomplishments have been formi- 
dable. In 1 987, the tribal budget was a paltry' 
$ 1 1 million, nearly all of it supplied by the 
federal government, and employment was 
250. This year, Anoatubby is overseeing a 
budget of nearly $350 million, providing 
funding opportunities that could not have 
been dreamed of just a few years ago. 

The tribe now employs more than 8,200 
in its various departments and businesses. 
Todays success, he insists, is the direct result 
of restored tribal sovereignty, “Having the 
right of self-government has really made 
the difference/’ Anoatubby says, “We make 
decisions for ourselves and then act on those 
decisions. Our sense of pride and success 
comes from doing the right things and do- 
ing them well." 

One of the key decisions was to exploit 
the riches inherent in the gaming industry. 
The Chickasaws operate thirteen casinos, 
including the 1 90, 000-square- foot WinStar 


in Thackerville on the border, strategically 
positioned to lighten the wallets of north 
Texans, The tribe is building an even larger 
2 10, 000-square- foot facility in Goldsby 
expected to open this summer. “Gaming 
is the largest revenue-producer we have,” 
Anoatubby says, “It has provided the means 
for us to get where we want to go ” 

Gaming revenues allow the Chickasaws 
to generously fund everything from state-of- 
the-art health care facilities and housing and 


senior centers to college scholarships and a 
tribal police department. Awash with gam- 
ing income, yet aware of the risks of putting 
all their eggs in one basket, the Chickasaws 
have been diversifying their portfolio through 
Chickasaw Enterprises, says Brian Campbell, 
chief executive officer. 

A net income growth chart shows that 
only ten years ago, tribal income was just 
$966,716. By 2005, net income soared to 
$178,5 million. “Even gaming can have its 



The CHICKASAW NATION 


spans thirteen Oklahoma counties and Ls home to 58,000 
residents. * The unofficial motto of the Chickasaw Nation is “UNC0NQUERED AND 
UNCONQUERABLE:' * The government is headquartered in ADA, • The popular company 
BEDRE FINE CHOCOLATE is owned and operated by the Chickasaw Nation, * Tlic city of 
TISHOMINGO is named after die well- respected war chid. He is featured on the Great 
Seal of the Chickasaw Nation. * The Chickasaw tribe h one of Oklahoma’s FIVE 
CIVILIZED TRIBES * In ancient rimes, the CHICKASAW LANGUAGE did not have words for 
tyrants or oppression, • The fi rsr governor of the Chickasaw Nation was CYRUS RAR- 
PP^ «| RtS. elected in 1856. BILL ANOATUBBY . 

elected in 3987, currently holds 
f * the position. • The Chickasaw 
Nation was the last Confederate 
f community to surrender during the 

^ Ammm ctvlL WAR. * A popular 
Chickasaw dish Ls PASH0FA. grits 
- 1 * boiled with pork. 

V — Megan Rossman 


Rauls Valley-based Bedre Fine 
Chocolate, one of the Chickasaw 
Nation’s business holdings, is sold 
at fine stores like Neiman Marcus, 


‘We’re beyond 
what we thought 
we might 
achieve. ’ 


— Bill Anoatubby, 

Chickasaw Nation governor 

ups and downs, and we don't want to be 
caught flatfooted, Thats why were diversify- 
ing/' Campbell says. 

Today the Chickasaws are into banking, 
radio, newspaper ownership, ranching, hotels, 
health care, and even gourmet chocolate 
manufacturing through the Bedre brand. 

Located in Pauls Valley, Bedre Fine Choco- 
late {hedre is a Norwegian word for “better"), 
is an enterprise the tribe purchased in 2000. 
The brand churns out a range of high-quality, 
paraffin-free chocolate confections for both 
domestic and international markets and 
counts Braums and Neiman Marcus, which 
sells Bed res extravagant chocolate -covered 
potato chips, among its customers. 

Whether its the business of casino chips 
or chocolate-covered chips, the Chickasaws 
feel entrepreneurship is in their blood, “We're 

CULTURE 


45 


The Chickasaws 



WY NATION 


Culture 


going to continue to maximize our oppor- 
tunities in gaming and diversify into areas 
that make good business sense," Campbell 
says, “We feel that we have a competitive 
advantage that fits with our culture." 

■ V ITH SO MUCH money to spread 

wk mm B around among a relatively 
V m M B small population, average 
■I BB Chickasaws are finding their 
Bl IB prospects for the future far 
brighter than at any time in the last two 
centuries. Need a job? A home loan? A 
gvm membership? A university scholar- 
ship? If you’re Chickasaw, they re virtually 
guaranteed these days. 

Thanks to a tribal housing program, Jen- 
nifer Walker, her husband Bailey, and their 
four sons have a 1 ,29 5 -square- foot, three- 
bedroom home, “Its a mutual help home," 

‘I don’t know 
what I would do 
without the tribe 
helping us. They 
built a beautiful 
home for us, and 
it will be paid off 

in ten years. ’ 

—Jennifer Walker 



Bailey and Jennifer Walker purchased a new 
house for their family of six with the help of 
the Chickasaw Matron’s Chuka Chukmasi 
loan program. 


says Walker. “They built it for us, and we 
pay based on our income." 

Since 1997, nearly a thousand people have 
benefited from the tribes mutual help homes 
program. A tribal home loan program called 
Chuka Chukmasi (which means “beautiful 
home") has enabled 357 people to purchase 
their own homes. Recently, the tribe installed 
a tornado shelter in Walkers house, something 
it is doing in all its tribal housing. 

Additionally, the tribe employs both Walker 
and her husband and is also funding their 
continuing education at East Central Uni- 
versity in Ada. “I don’t know what 1 would 
do without the tribe helping us," Walker 
says. “They built a beautiful home for us, 
and it will be paid off in ten years. In every 
aspect, they take care of us, in education, 
health care, and paying for Bailey and me 
to go to college. We get a clothing grant for 
our children. Hhey try to cover every aspect 
to help their people." 

Although Chickasaw children mainly attend 
public schools in their respective districts, die 
tribe generously funds those youths who attend 
college, says Lisa John, administrator for the 
Chickasaw Nation Division of Education. 
Last year, the nation funded 1,745 full-time 
students and 204 part-time students, spending 
$2,6 million on scholarships. The tribe also 
funded 181 vo-rech students to the tune of 
$263,932. Chickasaw students currently are 
enrolled at colleges and universities across the 
country, with sizable groups in Oklahoma, 
California, Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 
“Our economic development is making this 
possible >" says John. Basically, “all who apply 
get the funding," she says. 

The generosity doesn’t stop with youths. 
Chickasaws, like many Native American 
tribes, revere their ciders, seeking their advice 
and providing them with financial stability 
for as long as they live. “The elders of the 
Chickasaw Nation are very honored and very 
treasured," says Karen Cook, administrator 
for the tribe s Division on Aging. The division 
operates eleven senior nutrition sites and a 
number of other programs to help its elderly, 
including veterans like Jim. Perry, who served 
in Vietnam in the early years of the war, 

“I didnt know 1 was Indian until 1 was 
twelve," he says over a plate of spaghetti at a 
senior nurrition site. “Back then, if you were 
Indian, a lot of people didn’t admit it. Now 
99 percent of the people want to be Indian. 
Im proud of it. I cell everyone now.” 

Although the Chickasaws are enjoying 


TALKING 


DICTIONARY 

Point, click, Chickasaw: The TALK- 
ING CHICKASAW DICTIONARY CD-ROM 

features more than 7,000 English 
words translated into Chickasaw, 
The cool pa n ? Users can select each 
Chickasaw word ro hear the correct 
pronunciation. The translations 
are voiced by Vinnie May (James) 
Hum es who, along wi th her h usban d 
Reverend Jesse J. H umes, wrote A 
Chickasaw Dictionary in 1973 , $3 A 
maksm\net. —Brooke Adcox 



newfound prosperity, they face significant 
challenges in some areas, especially when 
it comes to health. “About 17 percent of 
our population has diabetes " says Bobby 
Saunkeah, a registered nurse with the 
Chickasaw Nation Health System, at its new 
$ I million Diabetes Care Center, designed 
to provide treatment for various ailments 
associated with diabetes. “That s almost triple 
the national average." 

The nation has 2,500 active Type 11 diabetes 
patients and another 4,500 treated intermit- 
tently for the illness. Even more troubling is 
that this form of diabetes — largely related 
to diet, weight, and genetics — is beginning 
to take its toll on younger patients. “Were 
seeing it in increasing numbers of eight, nine, 
and ten -year-olds," Saunkeah says. 

The tribe has responded with a public 
education campaign intended to help 
Chickasaws break bad eating habits, learn 
to cook healthy foods, and start exercising 
more. Moreover, a new health club facility 
in Ada complete with a gymnasium, karate 
training, weighrs, and cooking classrooms 
helps combat obesity and diabetes. 

Besides health problems, like mainstream 
society, die Chickasaws also struggle with a 
variety of social ills including alcohol and 
drug use and a high divorce rare, which Jay 
Keel, administrator of youth and family ser- 
vices, estimates at 50 percent. This reality is 
something that violates traditional Chickasaw 
values. “There are some issues with regard 
to the breakdown of the family," Keel says. 
“Historically Chickasaws are very family- 
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oriented, with extended families helping to I 
raise kids; the parents, grandparents, and f m 
uncles and aunts are always there. We need i? 
our families to be together/' 


0 THE UNACCUSTOMED ear, hearing 
Rose Jefferson recite the Lords 
Prayer in Chickasaw is to hear a 
pleasant, faintly Slavic-sounding 
tongue that rolls along gently like 
water over smooth rocks, it is a treasured 
language and a touchstone of the Chicka- 
saw people. 

“It means everything to me. Its my lan- 
guage," says Jefferson, sixty-one. “That’s all 
I talked when 1 was growing up. My parents 
didn't even know English that well, 1 wish 
everybody could speak it." 

It is, however, a language fewer Chickasaws 
are speaking these days, in spite of tribal ef- 
forts to revive it. For those long steeped in 
tribal ways, like Jefferson, the decline of the 
language is a subject of concern, “We re losing 
it," she says, “There just aren’t that many who 
are fluent anymore. There aren’t many of us 
left, but Fm proud to he one of them.” 

A native of the Ada area, Jefferson and 
her husband, Gene, half Chickasaw and 
half Choctaw, left Oklahoma for decades 
while he pursued his career in the petroleum 
industry. There was never any doubt where 
they would retire. “We always said wed come 
home," she says. “This is where we grew up. 
It’s our people,” 

Despite a decline in knowledge of the 
Chickasaw language, there seems to be a 
resurgence in learning about — and claim- 
ing — Chickasaw heritage. T believe we are 
experiencing a renaissance of sorts, rediscover- 
ing our history, and that's a good diing,” says 
artist Jeannie Barbour of Ada, a professional 
illustrator who grew up in Los Angeles but 
finished high school in Wilson near Ard- 
more, Most of her work is now influenced 
by Chickasaw legends and folkways. “Its 
very rare that 1 don't do Chickasaw artwork 
in some way” she says. Barbour encourages 
her son, Mi call, twelve, to explore Chickasaw 
themes in his own art. 

“Most of the work he does is Chickasaw- 
based,” she says. “He was very interested in 
the leaning pole tradition and did a painting 
of the big white dog, which is a character 
from that story” 

The leaning pole, or kohta falaya, is a 
foundational story for the Chickasaws 
that explains how they came to be. In the 


Rose Jefferson speaks fluent Chickasaw, At one time, her native tongue was the primary 
language for ail commercial and tribal activity along the lower Mississippi Riven 


legend, a migratory people from the West 
placed a sacred pole in the ground, and 
whichever direction the pole leaned, they 
would travel. When the pole stood straight, 
they would know they had arrived where 
Ubaeneli, their composite “god of the clear 
sky, sun, clouds, and He that lives in the 
clear sky," wanted them to be. The pole 
led them to their original homeland in 
northern Mississippi and parts of Alabama 
and Tennessee. 

Ultimately cast out of that homeland, 
the journey of the Chickasaws is no lon- 
ger a geographic one but one of the heart 
and mind, with each Chickasaw equipped 
with his or her own kohta falaya. With the 


tribe more in control of irs economic and 
political destiny than at any time in the 
last 1 50 years, it seems that if the legend- 
ary leaning pole existed today, it might be 
standing firmly upright, probably at tribal 
headquarters in Ada. 

No, south- cen tral Oklahoma is not where 
the kohta falaya originally led them. But 
whether this current homeland is viewed 
from the space shuttle 220 miles up or 
ground level at the old tribal capital in 
Tishomingo, it is no less Chickasaw. 

“Since Fve come here, it feels complete 
lor me ” says Barbour. “There’s a feeling that 
Fm among people who I belong to and fm 
in the right place in the universe.” 
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Own Backyard Lately? 


You might just be surprised at what 
you’ll find. There’s no shortage of 
breathtaking settings at Oklahoma State 
Parks. There’s no shortage of activity 
either - with everything from hiking, 
biking and horseback riding to rappelling, 
fishing, bird watching, water skiing, 
scuba diving, even cave exploring. 


You can stay where you play in a secluded 
cabin in the woods, a peaceful lakeside 


lodge or a private campground. 


Oklahoma State Parks. If you haven’t 
checked it out lately, you’re in for a 


pleasant surprise. For more information, 
call or log on today. 


OKt^HOMA 

STATE PARKS 

FREE GUIDE: 

800-654-8240 • TravelOK.com 
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Outside 

There was a thick fog rolling in that made everything look so soft and moody/ 

— Drake Matneyon tkis Quartz Mountain spot 






Photographer Drake Matney reached this 
location after a half-hour hike near Lake 
Altus-Lugert. ‘You barely even feel like you 
are gaining altitude because the rocks are 
so flat/ he says. The Quartz Mountain area is 
known for its hiker-friendly trails and terrain. 






Quartz Pastoral 

Thtsidyllic mountain hideaway is pure eye candy. 


T he urge to leave behind the 
trappings of a complicated 
life resonates most fully when 
applied to a truly beautiful 
image. The tucked-away 
southwestern Oklahoma gem shown 
here is a case in point. 

Photographer Drake Matney of Okla- 
homa City captured this atmospheric 
vista on the south side of Lake Altus- 
Lugert in the Quartz Mountains. He says, 


“With a low-lying fog covering just the 
tops of the peaks, this scene with the 
single patch of vibrant color called out 
to me." — Steffie Corcoran 

To reach this spot, takeU.S. Highway 283 
to State Highway 44, traveling northeast. 
Once you reach the far south end of the 
lake, turn right onto a dirt road, park, and 
hike east until you are just north of Wisdom 
Canyon. It'll be an adventure! 


OUTSIDE 
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"The skate park really shows that Oklahoma is a progressive state,' 

— Mat Hoffman 



T HE CONDOR HAS landed — and he s bringing his 
friends. Hie 26,000-square-foot Mat Hoffman Action 
Sports Park (405/297-22 1 1 or okc.gov/parks/skare- 
park), located on the Oklahoma River just south of down town 
Oklahoma City, hosts Mat Hoffman’s Crazy Freakin' Biker 
Series June 1 through 4 (hsacenxralxom), Hoffman helped 
design the free-use park to accommodate not only pro events 
but also everyday action sports enthusiasts. Here, he serves up 
eight tips for thrill-seeking amateur bikers and boarders — -all 
the gear, procedures, and attitude (not to mention altitude) 
required for a km and safe day at the park. — Brooke Adcox 


Extrem 

Mat Hoffman gets vertical. 

Now you can, too. 


igh 



Chart Your Course 

“We tried to come up with 
a design for the park that 
wouldn't cater to just one 
style / says Hodman. From 
half- pipes to handrails, the 
park accommodates skate- 
boarders, BMX freestyle 
bikers, and in-line skaters. 

Things That Go Bump 

Keep an eye out for how the 

park flows. “You need to 
take turns and not intercept 
people's lines, which could 
cause them to slam or crash/ 
says Hoffman. And don’t stand 
too close to coving, where 
people pop out of ramp lifts. 


Get This 


country Fev 



during the CounirY 



NHoaGbi^-- * h11 Oklahomans 

& minn. American Idol 

Came Unde wood, and local 

; 1 aw m eS jasen Boland^e 

S^jagglera. Tickets, S50- 


court 


Mind Your P’s and Q’s 

Always bring good manners 

to the skate park. The 
facility isn't supervised, so 
users are responsible not 
only for their own safety but 
the safety of others. Local 
law enforcement 
officers and 
Oklahoma River 
security also 
patrol the area. I 
The park is 
open between 
dawn and 1 1 p.m. 


also suggests gloves for a good 
grip on bike handlebars. 

What Not to Wear 

Designer duds aren't required, 

and they might hinder your 
performance. “Wear looser 

clothing so you can move and 
manipulate yourself in 
different situations, but 
l not too loose dial you 
get hung or snagged 
on your equipment/ 
Hoffman says. 

Local Flavor 



Don’t Lose Your Lid 

“I Jdinets are the most 

important safety gear/ says 
l loffman. Brain buckets 
are required at the park 
to protect skaters from 
traumatic brain injuries and 
concussions, so don't leave 
home without them. 

Cool Pad 

Trying to nail that three- 
sixty could produce some 
serious spills. Hoffman 
recommends elbow pads, 
shin guards, and wrist 
guards for protection. He 


New to skate parks? Mrs 

good to learn from the locals 
who have a lot of skill.” says 
Hoffman, Experienced park 
users can direct you to the right 
areas for your ability level and 
give you tips for the perfect 
“barspin” or ^heelflip/ 

Dream Big 

Grinding rails becoming ho- 
hum? To stay passionate about 
your hobby, Hoffman says to 
push your abilities and create 
new tricks. "BMX teaches kids to 
dream and manifest those dreams 
into reality/ he says. 
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Down 
and Dirty 

Master gardener Torn 
Sices’ advice to grow by 

M AY IS PRIME gardening time, but 
unless you've learned the tricks of 
the planting trade, digging into a 
garden project might just leave you wilted. 
Looking lor spring gardening tips delivered by 
a bona fide green thumb? For Dr. Tom Stees, 
a master gardener from Tulsa, success in the 
dirt all starts with a solid plan. 

Water, water everywhere: Stees recom- 
mends designing your watering system to 
suit the garden — not the other way around. 
Irrigation systems with specified nozzles will 
ensure appropriate moisture levels* 

Timing is everything: “As a rule of thumb, 
the soil has to be warm enough to tolerate 
new plants, especially flowers and some veg- 
etables, or they just won t do anything,* says 
Stees, who advises that by June pretty much 
anything is safe to be in the ground. 

Dream a little dream: I nspiration for spring 
plantings comes via catalogs from Burpee 
(burpee.com) and White Flower Farm 
(whitefiowerlarm.com), both top picks for 
Stees. Each sells a variety of plants and bulbs 
suitable for die state. 

Good day, sunshine: "I think the climate 
is probably the real challenge," says Stees of 
Oklahoma gardening. One of his favorite 
species, zinnia, is easy to care for and thrives 
when temperatures rise, — Andrea Lopez 
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HERE ARE 8 REASONS TO VISIT DUNCAN 

APRIL 29 th - MAY 13™ 2006 

WWW, CH ISH OLMTRAILSTAM PEDE.COM 


Event Check Lisi 


Duncan Lake Horse Club Trail Ride 
18™ Annua! 

Chisholm Trail Stampede PRCA Rodeo 
Rodeo Dance 
Main Street 

Chisholm Trail Stampede Parade 

Stampede 5K Walk/Run 

Chisholm Trail Heritage Center 
Western Spirit Celebration 

50™ Anniversary of Kiddieland 

Duncan Art Guild's 
Western Heritage Art Show 
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Convention and Visitors Bureau 
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This page: RV camping at the Ouachita National Forest 
Opposite: Trlghman Park in Chandler 
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OUTWARD BOUND 

Camping in Oklahoma is this season’s coolest alfresco activity. 


T here’s no better tonic for the sou! than a night out under can rent these sites, not just folks with RVs. Along with 
the stars, the stillness and beauty of our natural environ- Oklahoma’s fifty state parks, many federally managed areas 
ment a first-rate companion. Add some favorite camping such as the Chickasaw National Recreation Area south of 
accessories like a three-room tent, outdoor wok, and a stocked Sulphur offer top-quality camping experiences, 
ice chest, and your Oklahoma family getaway becomes the If you’re a newcomer to overnight outdoor experiences, 
best place around. outfitting your excursion is simple; for an initial investment 

“The first place I ever went camping was Turner Falls,” of S250 or so, your equipment should last many years. Expect 
says Oklahoma State Parks marketing director Ron Stahl, to pay around $100 or $150 for a quality tent. Try Bass Pro 
a familiar face on the tntegris Health's Discover Oklahoma $hops Outdoor World in Oklahoma City’s Bricktown or one 
television program. “For an invigorating experience, i also of twenty-eight Enid-based Atwoods stores regionwide. For 
love the shores of Broken Bow Lake at Hochatown State more costly camping, Lee’s RV City in Oklahoma City has an 
Park, The campsites are right on the lake, under the pine endless supply of campers. —Louisa McCune-Elmore 
trees. It's just beautiful." . <43* ‘.v - v . T 

This year, Stahl also recommends Cherokee State Park Want to go virtual camping firs{?£beck out these websites 
in Disney for campers: Its fifteen, new Ryftookup sites are to get inspired: touroklahomp,cdty; tttvelok.com: basspro. 
equipped with water apd^e^tricity. Att ^ffipers, he ^ays, com; atwoods.com.; Ieesrv.com; 
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Strange State: 
Mysteries and 
Legends of Oklahoma 

Written by Cullan Hudson . 
Explore the unexplained of 
Oklahoma. Hudson takes 
you on an exciting journey 
with stories of ghost towns, 
hau nti rtgs, myste rious 
places, and lurking creatures 
that make Oklahoma a 
"Strange State, ” 152 Pages. 
Soft cover. $20.00 


Red Dirt Sampler, Volume 
II: Songs in the Spirit of 
Woody Guthrie 

T his live-album features 12 songs 
by various Oklahoma artists that 
carry on the sound and spirit of 
Woody Guthrie’s music. $ 1 2.00 


Shadow of an Indian 
Star: A Novel 

Written by Oklahomans Bill 
and Cindy Paul The story 
chronicles three generations 
of Bill Paul’s ancestors who 
intermarry with the Chicka- 
saw tribe and baule tragedy, 
government corruption * and 
their own inner demons, 
all while attempting to save 
the Chickasaw Nation from 
annihilation, 460 Pages. 
Hardcover. $23.95 


Jeweled Pins 

Strut your stuff with one 
of these exquisite jeweled 
pins. Each is made with 
brilliant Austrian crystals 
encased in either gold 
or silver metal, i 3/ 1 6” 
diameter $25.00 


Centennial Coins 

The first in a series of six 
Centennial coins. 

Each coin comes with 
certificate of authen- 
ticity, Available in 
bronze, gold plate, 
and .999 solid silver. 
Bronze: $10.00, Gold: 
$251)0, Silver: $50.00 


Oklahoma DVD 

Celebrate the Oklahoma 
Spirit. 57 minutes. SI 9.95 


Cooking by the Bootstraps 

This delightful hook contains more 
than 250 mouth-watering recipes, 
a bread-baking guide, and a unique 
international ingredient chart. 190 
pages. Hardback. $21.95. 


To order, call 1-800-777-1793 or 
shop online at oklahomatoday.com. 


Five Chiu Salsa 

Shooting Star Farms 
of Bartlesville has 
created this salsa from 
five different chiles 
blended together. Not 
too hoc, not too mild, 
this salsa is just right for 
everyone’s palate. 12 oz, 
jar, $5.50 
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Party 


‘ ocolate, cream, and more — 
iedmont Pie Festival 

I s ANYTHING MORE Oklahoma than pie? The folks in Piedmont don’t think 
so, and they’ve started an event to prove it. 

Lemon meringue, shoo-fiy, and every other imaginable pastry will 
compete in one of twelve categories in the inaugural event in Piedmont, 
whose farmer’s market receives this year's festival proceeds. Organiz- 
ers hope to attract five hundred entries and thousands of sweet-toothed 
spectators, who can conduct taste testings of their own, first come, first 
served, once the judging is complete. 

Thanks to a sponsorship from pie contest coordinator Jackie Smola’s local 
catering company, Blue Ribbon Specialties, the grand prize is a thousand 
dollars cash, with Southwest Airlines donating two tickets anywhere they 
fly to the People's Choice winner. — Steffie Corcoran 




tL&r 


Today c offirfbutor Susan 
Owen Atkinson plans to enter tier 
cherry pie in the Piedmont Pie ^ 
Festival. Try it yourselt; The recipe 
appears on page 68, 


eat UP 


The Piedmont Pie Festival is from 8 a,m, to 3 p.m. May 6 in Piedmonts Old 
Town . For entry and event information, click on piedmontpiefest.com. 
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Shawnee 

Corn Muffin 

Shawnee mm “ ^ uie d and «w 

Hundredth birth a V _ frQtn Hour 

Oklahoma company o e ^ ^ mhies . For 
and cornmeal to mu '« ^ ^ rt beans or chill, 
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^Day 


Susan Powell, Miss America 1981 , 
hosts a fantasy dinner party fit for a queen , 



DinoStories/ DinoArt! 

at Spiva Center for the Arts 
3rd St Wall, Joplin, MO 64801 
417,623,0183 ■ www.spivaaris.org 


The Host 

EEk City native and long- 
time New York City resi- 
dent Susan Powell was 
crowned Miss America 
1981. The Oklahoma 
City University-educated 
singer and actress has 
performed around the 
country. Her Discovery 
Channel series, Home 
Matters, concluded a 
nine-year run in Decem- 
ber 2005. 

The Location 

“Simon’s Catch just 
southwest of Elk City 
has the best fried 
catfish and steaks in 
Oklahoma, plus hush 
puppies and all the 
fixings. The portions 
are big, and the food is 
out-oMhis-world good. 
The service is warm and 
friendly, the atmosphere 
casual, country chic" 


My Guests 


NORMA SMALLWOOD, Mbs 

America 1926* Ms* Smallwood, 
from Tulsa, Oklahoma, was the 
Erst Native American — Chero- 
kee — -ever co win the title. She 
later became well known as 
a philanthropist and as the 
wife of Tulsa oil man 'Thomas 
Gilerease. 

JACKATKINSOW was the minister 
at the United Methodist Church 

during my formative years. He 
came out of retirement to preach 
for First Presbyterian Church in 
Elk City. His interest in Native 
American spirituality should 
make him a welcome addition 
to the party* 

GEORGE AND DONNA NIGH 

are indispensable guests to my 
party. I owe them such a deht of 
gratitude for helping to make my 
year as Miss America a magical 
experience. 


DAVIS WESLEY “BUD” BLOCK* 

ER. my great-grandfather, 
claimed to be m the Greer 
County land run in 1893. He 
was accused by other settlers 
of being a Sooner but was 
acquitted of that charge. He 
was allowed to keep his farm, 
south of Elk City. Yd like to 
hear it from him: Was he or 
wasn’t he in that land run? Or 
was he really a Sooner? 

DARLENE DUNHof Oklahoma 
City. Her work as the state 
director of the March of Dimes 
made her a hero. 

BART CONNER AND NADIA 
COMANECI Lire old friends who 
have brought distinction to 
our state as svell as a number 
of gold medals, lliey arc two 
of the funniest, warmest, and 
most dynamic personalities 
Ive ever known. 
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"The nice thing about picking blueberries is that there are no thorns “ 
— Sue Gray, Tulsa County Extension horticulturist 

Berry Good 

Try these four (91 8/640-71 68), the Kerr 


uick-pick 
lueberry fixes if 
you have the blues 
for fresh fruit. 

LUEBERRY LOVERS, TAKE 
note: The time is prime 
for this tasty fruit that packs a 
heal th y-for-you punch. Consider 
exploring one of Oklahoma's 
options for picking straight from 
the bush, bur before you head 

I out, consider these pointers 
from Sue Gray, Tulsa County 
Extension horticulturist, 

• Be sure to phone ahead for 

directions, pricing, availability, 
and hours of operation. State 
growers include Thunderbird 
Ranch in Broken Arrow 


Center for Sustainable Agri- 
culture (918/647-9123 or 
kerrcenter.com) in Poteau, 
and Berry Creek Blueberry 
Farm (918/598-3275) in 
Locust Grove. 

• The growing season is short 

lived — late May through 
June— so plan for a brief 
picking window, 

• A hat, containers, and small 

ice cooler for the ride home 
are picking essentials. Refrig- 
erated berries will last up to 
two weeks, 

• f ‘A cluster of blueberries 

ripens over time,” says Gray. 
As you pick, cup your hand 
under the cluster and rub 
gently to allow the ripest ber- 
ries to fall. — Andrca Lopez 




Enjoy the area's 

best shopping, the new Clinton House 
Museum, a great dinner and a night on 
the town. Take advantage of our free 
room -boo king service. 


VISIT SOUTHEAST OKLAHOMA'S NEWEST 
SCENIC BYWAY, THE TAUMENA SCENIC DRIVE 
KIAMICHI COUNTRY 
CALL FOR OUR FREE 
VISITORS GUIDE TODAY! 

( 800 ) 722-8180 
KIAMICHICOUNTRY.COM 
PRODUCED BY 

KIAMICHI COUNTRY ASSOCIATION 
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"A full-blooded Cherokee pulled in the day I was putting up signs and asked. Got any fried squirrel? “ 

— Angie Johnson, Restaurant of the Cherokees owner 




;S TAURANt 


cherokees 

TSftsh! 




At Tahlequah’s Restaurant of the Cherokees, comfort food and 
sugar- free desserts will keep you coming back for seconds. 


58 


OKLAHOMA TODAY MAY/JUNK 2 0 0 6 





Sweets for the Sweet: 

DIABETIC CUSTOMERS WELCOME 


baking sugar tree tor 
ber father, who suffered 
from diabetes. When he 
visited the restaurant, 
she wanted to make sure 
a dessert was available 
for him. Although he 
has since passed away, 
the sugar-free desserts 
remain a staple at the tail 


end of the restaurant's 
long, L-shapcd buffet. 
From the simplest 
gelatin desserts to the 
most mouthwatering 
cakes, Restaurant of 
the Gherokees 1 diabetic 
desserts have won 
over the sweetest of 
customers. 


Restaurant of the 
Gherokees has gained a 
reputation for offering 
delicious sugar-free 
desserts. "Not many 
places in town have 
sweets for diabetics 
the menu,” Angie 
Johnson says. Johnson 
started the tradition of 


I T’S BARELY ELEVEN a.m., and the 
kitchen already steams with lunch 
preparations. Tire clatter of dishes 
rings against stainless steel, catfish 
fillets bubble in oil, and a griddle the 
size of a card table sizzles wirh bash browns 
for the still-hungiy Tor-breakfast crowd. Walt 
stafF burst through the dining room doors, 
exchanging pleasantries with regulars. 

Welcome to Restaurant of the Gherokees, 
where old meets new in a town where the 
street signs are in English and Cherokee. 
Tahlequah, synonymous wirh Northeastern 
State University and the Cherokee tribe, has 
added another stop on its already lengthy 
day-trip itinerary. 

Former Guy mo n restaurateurs Johnny and 
Angie Johnson, along with their children 
Misty and Johnny Ray, relocated to the area 
where Angie was raised to open Restaurant 
of the Gherokees eight years ago in June. 
Ihe Johnsons, of Cherokee descent, lease 
the building from the tribe. 

“I want to establish a bond with every 

The daily buffet 
boasts soul- 
comforting 
food like turkey 
and dressing, 
meat loaf, ham 
steak, and fried 
catfish. 


customer who comes in here," Angie Johnson 
says. “They should leave happy and with 
full bellies* 

Thais not difficult to do when the daily 
buffer boasts sou I -com forcing food like 
turkey and dressing, mear loaf, ham steak, 
and fried catfish, in addition to dozens of 
side items from tabouleh to yams. Steaks, 


Secrets Revealed 


Jahnrty Johnson is hath to part with 
his closely held catfish recipe. T// tell 
yait the ingredients, " be finally says 
“They can he adjusted to taste . " Without 
compromising a secret family recipe, the 
simple ingredients for this fabulous fried 
fish are listed below : Catfish aficionados, 
start your stove taps* 

Johnny Johnson’s Fried Catfish 

Pour cornmeal into a shallow dish, 
enough to coat the catfish fillets 
Add the following ingredients ac- 
cording to personal preference: 

Salt and pepper 
Seasoning salt 
Garlic salt 


Roll fillets in the cornmeal and fry eight 
to ten minutes in hot vegetable oil . 



hamburgers, sandwiches, Indian tacos, and 
breakfast items are always available on ihe 
menu. Tuesday through Saturday, servers 
bring hot rolls and honey out to tables. On 
Sundays, its a basket of aromatic cinnamon 
bread, warm from the oven. 

Regulars Jon and Mary Kaye Jobe make a 
point to sit in the same section every Sunday, 
“I'm Cherokee but cant prove it” says [on 
Jobe. The Johnsons’ daughter. Misty, pars 
him on the shoulder as she walks by. “Its just 
a great place to eat f he says. “Everything’s 
good- — the service and the food.” 

“We’ve had regulars since the beginning, ” 
Johnson says, “A full-blooded Cherokee 
pulled in the day 1 was putting up signs and 
asked, ’Got any fried squirrel? Johnson 
told him if he’d provide the squirrel, she’d 
fry it, and the man was so impressed, he’s 
been a loyal customer ever since. 

The restaurants interior, wood and brick 
with signed Native American art providing 
punches of color, seats around two hundred. 
But its important to get there early — a 
line for the buffet forms out the door by 
twelve- fifteen on Sundays. Patrons waiting 
for a coveted table can lounge in the lobby 
under tw enty-foot cedar beams and a wall of 
windows or wander the attached Cherokee 
Nation-owned gift shop for the perfect Native 
American bracelet or painting. 

Granted, squirrels don’t show up on the 
menu, hut Restaurant of the Gherokees 
offers that extra unexpected something, 
like sugar-free desserts cherished by diabetic 
customers, the hand-lettered chalkboard sign, 
and the attention to derail the Johnsons put 
into every meal served, 

Restaurant of the Gherokees is located 
in the Cherokee Tribal Complex on US, 
Highway 62 in Tahlequah. Prices range from 
$4 SO to $1 1.95. 7 a.m. to 3 p- m. Tuesday 
through Sunday (918) 456-2070. 
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GREEN COUNTRY 


800 922-2118 • GreenCountryOK.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 
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the butterfly experience 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
April 29 - May 28 
Annual Trail of Tears Art 
Show & Sale 

May 20 

Cherokee Herbage Gospel 
Sing and Hog Fry 

June 5 - Aug. 20 
The John Ross Exhibit 

Cherokee Heritage Center 
21192 S. Keeler Drive 
Park Hill, OK 74451 
1-888-999-6007 
CherokeeHeritage.org 


CHEROKEE 

HERITAGE 

CENTER 


Tahlequah, OK 


Experience Cherokee traditions and culture 
through an unforgettable, interpretive 
experience at the Cherokee Heritage Center. 

• Cherokee National Museum 

• Ancient Village 

• Trail of Tears Exhibit 

• Adams Corner Rural Village 

• Shopping 

• Cherokee Family Research Center 

Visit Cherokee 1 leritage Center today. It’s the 
perfect spot to discover a true representation 
of Cherokee life. 







Green Country, 

Marketing Assoriatioir 


GREEN COUNTRY 


800-922-2118 • GreenCountryOK.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 
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the Oklahoma fmm& 
Recreation Department, 


800.922.2118 

GreenCountryOK.com 
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See the top Pros in action 

CiTGO BASSMASTER ELITE 100 TOURNAMENT 

JUNE 1-4 


O' the Cherokees 


PRODUCED IN CO OPERATION WITH 
THE OKLAHOMA TOURISM * MCf&AtlON 
DCRARfMENT TO W MORE AHQtJT OKLAHOMA 

VISIT www.travejok.com 
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WWMa&HeAtdkerFlAn.c&M 

Check out our events page 


$t. 66 ffloutout 


Saturday, June 3 
8am - 4pm 
Downtown ^apulpa 
on Historic Route 66 

Classic Cars 

^od * (^Kifts 

^mily Fun 

£?fldren's Activities 

Sapulpa Main Street 

m-££V-5709 

sapulpamainstreet.com 
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Variety of flavors and specialty treats 


Call 1-800-801-2482 to order 

Located in Downtown Antlers , OK 
4 The Deer Capital o f the World * 

www.fudgestation.com 




Albert’s Sweet Gourmet 
Barbecue Sauce 
Barbecue sauce from Tulsa, 
OK that’s just right: not 
sugary but it won’t set your 
mouth on fire! It’s the perfect 
mixture of spices that are 
sure to compliment pork, 
chicken, and beef. 

Net weight, 18 oz. $6.50. 

To order, call 
Oklahoma Today at 

1 - 800 - 777-1793 
or order online at 
OklahomaToday.com 



Celebrate Ben Franklins 

300 th birthday 

Plant a Franklin Tree! 

Franklin Tree (pictured) 

Dawn Redwood 
Pond Cypress 'Debonair' 

McLoud Tree Farm 

(405) 361-1513 • info@mcloudtreefarm.com 



Specializing in 
Made-in-Oklahoma Products 


Ranging from exquisite to boot-scootin’, 
each gift is created by hand, working 
closely with you to design the perfect gift 
for each occasion. Choose from one of 
our many categories and we will design it 
special, unique and well, - Okie Dokie! 

To order: 

1-866-0 K- BA SKIT 
www.okiedokiegifts.com 



Calendar 


If Clara isn't necessarily the role that will make [Kelli] O'Hara the top-rank Broadway star she deserves to 
be, it will hopefully at least lead her to it," — Talkin' Broadway review of The Light in the Piazza 


Events Guide 

Statewide Activities and Happenings 

Bartlesville El Reno 
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Bartlesville Community Center 300 SE Adams, May 2, 
Hat Holbrook in Mark Twain Tonight!, May 1 3, Quartetto 
Gelato. May 27, Art ol Motion's 20lh Anniversary 
Performance. (918) 337-2787 

Price Tower Arts Center 510 Dewey. May 1-June 
30, Karim Rashid Exhibition. May 2, 16, June 5, 20, 
ArKlDteclure. May 3 r Docent Brown Bag Lunch & 
Exhibition Walk -Through. May 5. Pink. White & Rashid 
All Over Gaia, May 6, Karim Rashid Lecture. May 11 . 

25, June 8. 22, Coppertones: A Night of Jazz. (918) 
336-4949 

Biplane Expo 2006 June 2-3, Frank Phillips Field. (918) 
622-8400 

Braggs 

Greenleaf State Park 3 Miles South of Braggs on 
S.R 10. May 26-29. Memorial Day Breakout, June 
10, Fishing Clinic & Derby. June 30, Fourth of July 
Blowout. (916) 487-7125 

Iron Mountain Pioneer Days & Rodeo June 3. 
Downtown, (918) 487-5952 

Duncan 

Downtown May 6, Chisholm Trail Stampede Parade, June 
24, Founders Day. (580) 252-8696 

Simmons Center 8G0 Chisholm Trail May 6, Chisholm 
Trail Stampede. June 17, Point ot Grace Concert. (580) 
252-2900 

Stephens County Fair & Expo Center 161 8 S 13th 
May 5-6, Chisholm Trail Stampede PRC A Rodeo. May 
20, National Triple D All-Black Rodeo. May 27-28, 
NCRA Memorial Calf Roping. (530) 255-3231 

Western Heritage Art Invitational May 6-13, Chisholm 
Trail Heritage Center, (530) 255-8840 

Historical Home Tours June 24. Citywide. (580) 252-0717 

Edmond 

University of Central Oklahoma IOC N University. June 
15-30, Oklahoma Shakespeare In the Park. June 24. 
LibertyFest Car Show. June 29, Concert in the Park. 
(405)974-2000 

Downtown Edmond Arts Festival May 5 7, Downtown. 
(405) 249-9391 

Edmond Jazz & Blues Festival May 27-28, Stephenson 


Fried-Onion Burger Day Festival May 6, Downtown. 
(405) 262-8888 

Candlelight Tour May 13, Fort Reno. (405) 262-3987 

El Reno Route 66 Triathlon June 4, Lake El Reno. (405) 
232-2077 

Enid 

Museum of the Cherokee Strip 507 S 4th. May 20- 
June 30, Favorite Son: Marquis James, May 30 -June 
3, Chautauqua in the Park. (580) 237-1907 
Caught in the Net May 12-14. 19-20. Gaslight Theatre. 
(580) 234-2307 

Shakespeare in the Park: King Lear June 23-25, 
Government Springs Park. (580) 234-2307 

Grove 

Civic Center 1 720 S Main. May 5-6, Corvette Show. June 
8-10, American Heritage Music Festival. June 16-1 7. 
Grovetest, (918) 786-8896 

Arts in the Garden June 4, Lendonwood Gardens. (918) 
786-2938 

Lawton 

Wichita Mountains National Wildlife Refuge 1 1 

Miles Northwest of Lawton on S.H. 49. May 20, 27. 
Wildllower Walk. June 10-11,17-13. 24-25, Wildlife 
Tour. (580) 429-3222 

Arts for All Festival May 1 2-14, Snepier Park (580) 
248-5384 

Armed Forces Day Luncheon & Parade May 19, Fort 
Slti & Downtown. (580) 355-3541 

Muskogee 

Five Civilized Tribes Museum Agency Hill on Honor Heights 
Drive, May 15-20. Celebrating Chickasaw Traditions. 

May 22-27. Celebrating Seminole Traditions. June 5- 10. 
Celebrating Choctaw Traditions. (91 8) 683-1 701 
Muskogee Civic Center 425 Boston. May 9, Success 
Expo. June 24, Okie Jam Music Festival, (918) 684-6363 
Herbal Spring Market May 6, Muskogee Farmer s 
Market. (910) 487-5474 

Symphony in the Park May 6, Honor Heights Park. (918) 
664-6303 

Railroad Day May 20, Three Rivers Museum. (91 8) 


Firehouse Art Center 444 S Flood. May 19- June 17, 
Student Show. June 23-30, Photo & Doghouse Show. 
(405) 329-4523 

Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art 555 Elm. May 1-28, 
Writers: Photographs by Nancy Brampton. June 24-30. 
Leon Polk Smith. (405) 325-3272 
Lake Thunderhird Boathouse 14300 Boathouse. June 
5-10. 12, Adult Dinghy Sail Class. June 19-24, Sailing 
Smart Camp. (405) 447-4974 
Little River Zoo 3405 SE 1 20th. May 13, June 17, Junior 
Zoo keeper Overnight Camp Out. May 29- June 2. 5-9, 
12-16. 19-23, 26-30, Junior Zookeeper Summer 
Camp. (405) 366-7229 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History 

2401 Chautauqua. May 6-June 30. AT, Rex Named 
Sue. June 10-11, Dine Daze. (405) 325-4712 
Spring Art Walk May 5-6. Downtown. (405) 307-9320 
Smokey Joe's Cafe May 5-7, 11-13, Sooner Theatre. 
(405) 321-9600 

Indian Market May 6-7, Jacobson House Native Art 
Center. (405) 366-1667 

Jazz in June June 22-24, Broekhaven Village & Andrews 
Park. (405) 325-3388 

Continued on page 67 


OETA Program Notes 


MAY 

1 -4: Texas Ranch House, 7 p,m. 

7 his reality series takes viewers back m time , 

8: Annie Oakley, 8 p.m. 

A profile of a fie of the sharpest shooters in the West 
27: Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence, 8 p.m, 
OETA honors Oklahoma students and teachers . 
30-31: The Age of AIDS, 8 p.m. 

An examination of the political scientific, and social 
battles of AIDS 

JUNE 

1 5: The Light in the Piazza, 7 p.m* 

Elk City native Kelli O'Hara is featured in this Tony 
award-winning musical production. 

19: History Detectives* 8 p.m. 

This episode investigates the Chisholm Trail 


Park. (405) 341-3321 


686-6624 
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Donate that old dress 
to Prnm Wishes. ,-lel 
or^mizariort Parted by 
Til Liny Giant of Sperry 
that provides lormnlwear 
Ibr those Ira* fortunate. 
prom-wishcs-Incarg. 
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10 

Scott' by watching 
eight teams compete 

far the Big 12 Softball 
t Tampions hip .it the 

ASA Hon LL Rater 
Hail of Fame Stadium 
in Oklahoma City, 
"Through May 1 3, 


11 

Cock-a^doodle-do! 
Rooster Dai's Festival 

in Broken Arrow's 
Central Rirk i$ here. 
This yn'ennhve-yeir- 
old event team res a 
performance by David 

Hold Through May 14, 


▼ 12 

Ain’t lile sweet? Today, 
enjoy the Stilwell 
Strawberry Festivals 
carnival and powwow, 
and stay for tomorrow's 
berry auction anti 
strawberries and ice 
cream, 6 p.m. 


13 

Runners, take your 
murk ar the Aquarium 
Run in Jenks. Spon- 
sored by the Orthopedic 
Hospi tal of Oklahoma, 
this event features a fun 
run, 5K, 1 UK, and a 
hall -marathon. 7 a.m. 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


Calendar 

Tt was originally started to draw attention to the strawberries in the area." 

— Larry Strauss on the Stitwell Strawberry Festival in f/rc Daily Oklahoman, May 13, 197? 


May Strawberry 


By Victoria Stone 


SUNDAY 


14 

Prepare ye one and 
all lor the Oklahoma 
Renaissance Festival 

in Muskogee. Enjoy the 
com pony of [ousters, 
jugglers, musicians, and 
minstrels. Hk 30 a.m. 

Through May 29. 


15 

The National Reining 
Horse Derby & Show 

stares tockv at Sure 
Fair Park in Old ahoina 
Ciry r , where more than 
450 compere for purse 
money r and prizes. 8 
a.m. Through May 20. 


▲ 28 
Today is the last day 
rojamtit up with the 
sounds of the Guthrie 
Jazz Banjo Festival. 
Now in its fifteenth year, 
this award-winning fan 
val is a unique American 
musical event. Noon. 


22 

It's the first Monday 
of City Arts Centers 
summer session adult 
classes in Oklahoma 
City. Today’s course 
include sculpture and 
beginner painting. 
Through June 29, 

29 

Lasso rocky in your 
calendar, the last day of 
the Bolcv Rodeo and 
Bar-B-Q Festival. This 
annual Memorial Day 
weekend event pays trib- 
ute to black cowboys, 
IWadc, 3 p.m. 


Mororcydists 
with lady 
Rose Rock Poker Run 
in Noble. Bikers draw a 
card at each of the five 
stops on the 1 30-mile 
ride to try for a winning 
poker hand. 10 a.m. 


16 

Wing blue? Head to 
Tuesdays at .Sundown: 
Learning About 
Turquoise Jewelry at 

the National Cowboy 
& Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma 
City, 6:30 p.m. 


17 

May b National 
Barbecue Month, so try 
the fingcr-licktri ’cut at 
Colton I: yeti Jock 
BBQ in Claremore. Lo- 
cals love the render ribs 
served up with all die 
fixins’, Rih platter, $10, 


30 

Spring into action by 
heading to one of the 
last days of the April 
Showers, May Flowers 
photography exhibit 
at the Museum of the 
’Western Prairie in Alius, 
through May 31- 


◄ 24 

Catch the Trail of 
Tears Art Show and 
Sole ar the Cherokee 
Heritage Center 
in Park Hill. Artists 
compete for mure than 
$10,000 in prize money. 
Through May 28, 

31 

Cruise in to see what 
pur Santa Fe Trail Daze 

an die map. This event 
in Boise City celebrates 
the history of “Americas 
first Interstate.” Senior 
citizens supper, 6 p.m. 
Through June 4. 


18 

You’ll be ama/ed m 
Biandtanfi May Daze. 
This outdoor festival 
includes a carnival, 
dtywide garage sale, 
and many other city 
activities. Through May 
20, 10a,m, 


▼ 25 

Experience the magic 
of Disney's blockbuster 
musical 7hf [Jon King. 
This winner of six Tony 
Awards plays at the 
Tulsa Performing Arts 
Onter througli June 25. 
Tonight 7:30 


26 

Make a splash at the 
Gty of Springs Water 
Festival in Sulphur. 

an event sure to please 
with its carnival, arts 
and crafts, and childrens 
guues. Noon. Through 


20 

Take the Ghosts of Fort 
Reno Tour and see the 
historic site by lantern 
light* Stories of real ess 
spirits and murderous 
taks arc sure to send 
shivers down your spine. 
8 p.m, 

27 

Gao down at the 
Italian Festival In 

McAiesrer. This ethnic 
icsti val features Italian 
cuisine, games, and 
arts and crafts, 9 jletl. 
Through tomorrow 


◄ 1 

Picture yourself at die 
State Capitols North 
Gallery for Erick native 
.Sam Hagens exhibit. 
ThU plioEographer cap- 
tures frontier images of 
Oklahoma. Through 
July 2. 


2 

Blast off with a show 
so original, it received 
a special Tony Award, 
combines match- 
ing hands widi musical 
theater, Tulsa Perform- 
ing Arts Center. 7:30 
p.m. Through May 4. 


9 

Happy anniversary! To- 
night, the Oklahoma 
Main Street Program 

celebrates twenty yean, 
at the National ( lowboy 
k Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma 
City, 6:30 p.m. 
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PGA CHAMPIONSHIP 


2006 


2006 


Oak Tree Goif Club * tLdmond, Oklahoma * May 22-28 


TR£t 




Jay Haas* Ben Crenshaw 
Greg Norman • Craig Stacker 
Tom Kite • Hale Irwin * Mark Hayes 
Fuzzy ZoeUer •Raymond Floyd 
Tom Watson • Curtis Strange 
Doug Tewel'JjHlorgan 


UP CLOSE! 

Celebrate the Return of a Major Championship! 




Don’t Miss Out! 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity! 


Call 1 -800-PGA-Golf or visit www.seniorpga2006.com 

Be a part of history in the making as the oldest and most prestigious senior ma jor visits Oak Tree Golf Club, Edmond, Oklahoma 



Calendar 


"Blackberries are a deep part of our heritage." 
—Jayne Scanyers , Oklahoma Today, March/April 2005 



June Blaeberry 


iTiifTm 


By Sherri Greenwood 


4 

Roar into Itanca City 
to celebrate the 30th 
an rovereary of the city's 
purchase of die Mar- 
land Mansion. This 
I92(k-themcd parry 
includes era automobiles 
and music, 1 1 *.m. 


▲ 5 

Buck up lor the Early 
Rodeos in the Fjctreme 
Sports Tradition exhibit 
at the National Cowboy 
& Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma 
Gey. Through July 23, 


T 16 

Tint-bed See what goes 
down at the Kiamkhi 
Owa-Chito Festival of 
the Forest in Broken 
Bow, where one Lumber- 
jack will be named Bull 
of the Woods. 9 a.m. 
‘Ihrough tomorrow. 


17 

Batter up! Todays 
All Native American 
Soiih.il L idurnamcm 
k fus-i one highlight 

of the Creek Nation 
Festival and Rodeo in 

Okmulgee. Through 
tomorrow. 


2 

Celebrate blooms at die 
Magnolia Festival in 

downtown Durant. The 
event Ibrncts kids' Ete- 
rnities, antique appraise 
als. and the Magnolia 
Pageant. Noon. 
Through tomorrow. 


▼ 3 

StKik up the ravs at Sum 
Fest 2006. Oklahoma's 
biggest outdoor picnic. 
Food and live entertain- 
ment will be on tip at 
Sooner Fbrk in Bartles- 
ville. 10 a.m. Through 
tomorrow. 


22 

Grab a napkin and 
prepare Lor a juicy 
corn-eating contest this 
weekend at the Green 
Com Festival in Bixby, 
an annual end-of-har- 
vest celebration, 5 p.m. 
Through June 24. 


29 

At the Boswell Mu- 
seum in l<e<xley. bam 
more about UttU Ritseak 
acitts Darla Hood. Ibis 
hometown war was on 
the show from 1935 to 
1941. Tell them Alfalfa 
wnt you. 


■ 24 

R< in lid up die 1 .11 1 til 1 . I Li? 
JjjM Pawnee BillVOrigin.il 
I Wild West Show u rht- 
Pawnee Bill Ranch 
mm Sire. The performance 
Hi lv.it ures ’awr.il ■! p'.tn.i* 

■ .u-. . ■ I L 111 II.. v. 

suipi i v- ’: >0 


30 

At the McLoud 

Blackberry' Festival, 

every food vendor oilers 
a blackberry treat, and 
a cobbler eating contest 
makes lor messy fun. 

5 p.m. Through 
July 2. 


▼ 18 

Taste the cat’s meow at 
the UhievHalley Drug 
Company in Antlers try 
ondering a Fat Cm* five 
ice cream scoops arop 
a homemade brownie. 
Its okay, its National 
i. Dairy Month. $4.99. 


Red in good times at 
Sooner Run. a, CITGO 
Bassnijister Elite Series 
tournament on Grand 
lake in Grove. Fifty-one 
bass fishing scars will be 
competing through June 

A. 5:SU a.m. 


Dxik at the s iae ofthat 
rock! Find that special 
gem ar the Old Rocks- 
Ptetty Stones show 
at Payne County Kxpo 
Center in Stillwater. 10 
a.m. Through June 1 L 


► 6 

Its National Yo-Yo Day! 
Brush up your skills by 
purchasing a Duncan 
Yo-Yo at Learning J 
Tree Toys, Books & I 
Games in Oklahoma 
City. Pro-Fh*, j£8.95, y 
Bumblebee, Si 3-95. \ 


< 12 

Take a bite our of the 
new book Shelby 
Author Stacy A- Nylkos 
and illustrator Shawn 
N. Sisneros. both of 
Tulsa., paired to create 
this lively tale of a lemon 

shark. 5 1 5.95. 


13 

Cam make the whole 
trip? Then join the 
Oklahoma FreeWhcel 
Bike Tour in Warner 
for the third day of the 
4(HVmile Oklahoma 
ride, "through June 17* 


◄ 20 
It’ll be a nightmare if 
you don't go see Waking 
Dreams: Ihc Art of the 
Pre-Raphaelites at the 
Philbtook Museum of 
Arc in Tuka. Through 
July 2. 


27 ► 

Visit Shawnee's Mabee- 
Gener Museum of 
An: to view I3ena the 
I'ri n [ make r. A Graphic 
Retrospective, a show- 
case of 70 lithographs, 
etchings, and scrigraphs. 
Through July 16. 


14 

Guest conductor 
Andreas Ddfs leads 
die Amid New York 
Orchestra tonight at the 
OK Mo/an. FesuvaJ- 
Banlcwille Community 
Center, 8 pm. Through 
June 17* 


21 

Looking for a place to 
get away? Visit Hidden 
Canyons Family Resort 
outside Seminole. 
Facilities include a lake, 
two lodges, village cha- 
lets. and RV camping, 
$75 to S2tX> a night. 


26 

Wag your tail with 
childrens songwriter 
Monty Harper for 
I^ws, Claws, Scales, 
and Talcs at the 
Wiitnnga Public lib ran: 
Today only, 2 p.m. 


8 

You're as cute as a 
button, doll lace. 

Visit Santa Fe Depot 
Museum's Ddl Show 
in Shawnee and vote 
on a doll to receive the 
l^ooplc’s Choice ribbon. 
Through June 30. 


15 

Learn about Mallow's 
unique history anti mag- 
nificent structures on 

iJk Marlow Heritage 
and Historic Homes 
Tour. Tours available by 
appointment only. 
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Continued from page 63 

Oklahoma City 

Carpenter Square Theatre 400 W Sheridan. May 

1 2 - June 3, Bright Ideas. June 16-30, Wonder of the 
World. (405) 232-6500 

City Arts Center 3000 General Pershing May 4-20, 
Seeking Shelter. May 4-20, University of Central 
Oklahoma Graduating Student Design Show. June 9-30 f 
Hands On: An Excellent An Adventure. (405) 951 -0000 
Civic Center Music Hall 201 M Walker May 1-7, Nickel 
and: Dimed. May 2-3, New Play Festival. May 5-7, Blast!, 
May 13, Only Beethoven, May 19-31. Brighton Beach 
Memoirs. May 20, Philharmonic Festival. (405) 297-2264 
IAO Gallery 81 1 14 Broadway. May 5-27, Albert Riddle, 
Deborah Ellers, Nicole Moan. & Jason Moan Exhibition, 
June 2-29, Fiberworks 2006. (405) 232-6060 
JRB Art at the Elms 2810 N Walker. May 5-21, Jeff 
Hamilton, May 5-21 . Tom Stotts, May 26-June 30, Jennifer 
Cocoma Hustis. May 26-June 30, Works by Gallery Artists. 
June 2-30, Brooks Tower. (405) 520-6336 
Nat’ I Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 1700 ME 
63rd. May 14, Mother's Day Brunch. May 26-June 
30, The First 1 00 Years: Southern Plains Painting & 
Drawing. May 27-28, Chuck Wagon Gathering & Children's 
Cowboy Festival. (405) 478-2250 
Oklahoma City Zoo & Botanical Garden 2101 NE 
50th. May 14, Mother's Day Free Admission. June 17, 
Summer Season Celebration. June 18, Faiher's Day 
Free Admission. (405) 424-3344 
Qmmplex 2 100 NE 52nd. May 1 -June 4. Point of No 
Return. May 1 - June 30, Richardson's Fractal Art Exhibition. 
May 4, Space Day. May 10- June 30, Greece: Secrets of the 
Past. June 21-30, Summer Nights. (405) 602-6664 
State Fair Park 333 Gordon Cooper May 6, Cowboys of 
■Color Rodeo. May 6-7, Oklahoma Koi Show. May 6-7, 
June 1G-1 1, Buchanan’s Antiques & Collectibles. May 

13- 14, June 24-25, 0KC Gun Show, May 1 5-21 , National 
Reining Horse Derby. May 20-21 , Sooner Gun Show. June 
3-4, Festival of the Pet. June 4. Jeff Williams Oklahoma 
Motorcycle Swap Meet June 10, Central Oklahoma Bird 
Fair. June 17-18, OKC Car Show. June 26-30, National 
Appaloosa Horse Show, (405) 948-6704 

William T. Wiley: Sixty Prints Over Sixty Years May 5- 
June 24, DntftfedArtspace. (405) 815-9995 
Central Oklahoma Herb Fest May 6, Harn Homestead. 
(405) 390-2233 

Paseo Arts Festival May 27-29, Paseo DisiricL (405) 525- 
2688 

Memorial Day Ceremony May 29, 45th Infantry Division 
Museum. (405) 424-5313 

Charlie Christian International Jazz Festival June 9-1 1 
Bricktown, (405) 524-3800 

Akin J s Natural Foods 71st Anniversary Celebration June 
10, All Locations, (918) 664-2136 
An Affair of the Heart June 16-18, Brickiown. (405) 
632-2652 


The Papers of Will Rogers 
From Broadway to the National Stage 
September 1915-July 1928 

Edited by Steven K. Gragert and M. Jane Johansson 



in the early years of his performing career. Will Rogers was a vaudeville 
performer of limited prominence. Around tine age of thirty five, however, this 
Oklahoma cowboy philosopher shed his role as local stage entertainer and 
moved toward fame as a Broadway star and nationally beloved humorist. This 
documentary history, volume four in the definitive five -volume Papers of Will 
Rogers, reveals Rogers s personal and professional transformation during 
what may have been the most productive period of his diverse career. 

Between 1915 and 1928— the years covered by this vo I um e-Rogers devel- 
oped his unique monologues of topical humor, sampled tine relatively new 
medium of radio, and pursued a career in silent films. He also tried his voice 
in sound recordings, witnessed his work as a writer reach millions of readers 
of daily newspapers, became one of the most sought-after speakers on the 
dinner circuit, and embarked on a three-year tour of the nation's lecture halls. 

In addition to Rogers's personal correspondence with family members and 
friends, editors Steven K, Gragert and M. Jane Johansson present more than 
one hundred letters and telegrams to and from people Rogers touched both 
inside and outside public life, including prominent figures in politics, show 
business, literature, industry, government, publishing, and the arts. Much of 
this material, gleaned from private collections, interviews, manuscripts, and 
sound recordings, has never before been published. 

$49.95 Hardcover 0-8061-3704-5 | 640 pages 

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA PRESS 
8oo 627 7377 • OUPRESS.COM 

2800 iff NTUll DRIVE i NORMAK. OKLAHOMA 73069 
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1 



Contributor Susan Owen Atkinson created 
these recipes based on ones in the 1965 
cookbook, Farm Journal's Complete Pie 
Cookbook; 700 Best Dessert and Main-Dish 
Pies in the Country. 


Two-Crust Cherry Pie 


Crust 

2 cups sifted hour 
1 teaspoon salt 
44 cup Crisco 

Approximately ten tablespoons of ice-cold 
water (put ice In a glass and spoon the 
water out a tablespoon at a time) 

Using a pastry blender, att the Crisco into the 
flour and salt the mixture until coarse . It wiU 
have lumps slightly bigger than pea size. Spoon 
in the ice water and mix with a wooden 
spoon, (fit still sterns dry, add more water one 
tablespoon at a time, checking after each to see 
if that feels right , Don't overwork by kneading 
Divide the dough in half and rollout a bot- 
tom crust with generous edges overhanging. 


Filling 

! Vs cups sugar 

l A cup flour (or three tablespoons quick- 
cooking tapioca) 

Vs teaspoon salt 

3 drops almond extract or triple see 
(optional) 

4 cups (or more) dash- frozen or fresh 
tan or sweet cherries 

2 tablespoons butter 

Combine the sugar, flour, and salt. IJ desired, 
add the almond extract or triple sec to the 
cherries and toss with the flour mixture. 

Mix thoroughly Turn into a pastry-lined 
nine-inch pie pan . Dot the butter on top. 

Roll out the top crust and cover the cherry 
mixture. Flute edges with a fork or fingers. 
Make an aluminum foil collar fold a sheet 
of foil in half and attempt to cut a nine-inch 
semicircle that unfolds to a circle) to keep the 
edges from getting burned or use a pie edge 
protector. Heat in a 425 degree oven on the 
middle rack for about forty minutes or until 
the juice is bubbling ; 


"Country cooks have had much to do with keeping pie the top-ranking American dessert " 

— J965 edition of the Farm Journal's Complete Pie Cookbook 


Ponca City 

Ponca Lake June 3, Show 'n Shine Car Show. June 3, 
Corvette Summer Kickoff , (580) 767-0430 
Ponca City Iris Festival May 6 r Downtown. (580) 763-8082 
Kaw Fest June 10, Kaw Lake (580) 762-94g4 

Juneteentti Celebration June 17-18, Attucks 
Community Center & Park. (580) 767-3662 

Shawnee 

Heart of Oklahoma Exposition Center 1700 W 
independence. May 4-7, Okiebago’s RV Rally. May 
26-27, Muskogee Kennel Club AKC Deg Show. May 
26-29, Sooner State Kennel Club Agility Trial, May 28- 

29, Seminole Kennel Club AKC Dog Show. June 9-10, 
Heart of Oklahoma Guilt Festival. (405) 275-7020 

Woodland Park Broadway & Highland, June 9-10, 
Juneteenlh Cultural Awareness Celebration. June 24, 
Knight’s Annual Car Show. (405) 275-9780 
Oklahoma Arts & Wine Festival June 10, Bell Street. 
(405) 273-1080 

Farming Heritage Festival June 16-17, Shawnee Mills 
Feed Center, (405) 623-2334 

Tahlequah 

Cherokee Heritage Center 21 1 92 S Keeler May 1 -28, Trail 
of Tears Art Show & Sale. May 20, Cherokee Heritage 
Gospel Sing & Hog Fry, June 3. Basketry Class. June 3, 
Cherokee Games: Cornstalk & Blowgun Shoot. June 5- 

30, The Life ol John Ross Exhibit. June 9 - 10 , Cherokee 
Genealogy Conference. (918) 456-6007 

Quicksilver Motorcycle Rally & Rodeo May 18-2 1 
Rodeo Arena. (918) 456-8370 
Hillbilly Hoedown June 2-3.Town Square. (918) 456*3742 

Tulsa 

Discoveryland 1 9501 W 41st, June 9-30, Rodgers & 
Hammerstein's Oklahoma!. June 15-30. Seven Brides 
for Seven Brothers. (91 8) 245-6552 
Expo Square 4 1 45 E 21 St. May 6, 1 3 r 20, 27, June 3, 1 0, 

1 7, 24, Tulsa Rea Market, May 6-7, June 1 7-18, RK 
Gun & Knife Show. June 2-4, Drysdale’s National Barrel 
Horse Association Super Show. June 8-10, Quilt Tulsa 
2006. June 9-11. Continental Antique Show. June 9-1 1 , 
Leake Collector Car Show & Auction, June 14-23, Pinto 
World Championship Show. June 30, Tulsa Holiday Circuit 
Quarter Horse Show. (918) 744- 1113 
Tulsa Garden Center 2435 S Peoria. May 1 3*1 4, Iris Show. 
May 20-21 , Rose Show & Sale. May 27-28, Tulsa Garden 
Club Spring Show, June 1 7, Daylily Sale. (91 8) 746-5125 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 10 E 2nd May 5, Leigh 
& Leslie Keno, May 5-7. 10-13, Steel Magnolias, 

May 6, Brahms’ German Requiem. May 27-28, June 
1-3, Mister Roberts. June 4, Miro Quartet. June 27, 
Featured Artist Concert. June 29, Guest Artist Concert. 
(910) 596-7122 

Oklahoma Blues Festival May 5-6, Cameron & Brady 
Avenues. (918)724*7000 


Red Dirt Farmer 

It takes him two baths to scrub off the dirt 
from one day's work 
and one week to conquer 
yesterday 's worries. 

But this is everything he wants to know, 
this life of chance and challenge. 

Don't take me from the fields, he prays, 

let me till this soil 

until it no longer holds me up. 

—April Wilkerson 

April Wilkerson lives and works in Shawnee , 


Full Moon Walks May 12, June 10, Mary K. Oxley Nature 
Center. (918) 669-6644 

Tulsa International Mayfest May 16-21 . Downtown. 
(916) 582-6435 

Historic Afl-BlacK Town Bus Tour June 10, Rudisiil 
Regional Library. (918) 596-7280 
Amadeus Piano Festival June 23-30, Tulsa Performing 
Art Center & University of Tulsa. (918) 745-0743 

Out & About 

ADA Senior Shows. May 1*13, East Central University Gallery. 
(580)310-5353 

ALTUS Rock-N-Rumble Car Show & Cruse, May 5-6. 

Downtown Square. (580) 482*2277 
ARCADIA Kids All-American Fishing Derby, June 3, Arcadia 
Lake. (405)216-7470 

BLANCHARD Repperfest, June 17, $.H. 76. (405) 465 8787 
BRISTOW TatMuleh Feat. May 13, Downtown. (918) 367-3324 
BROKEN ARROW Barry Manilow's Copacabana, June 2-3. 8- 
1 1 . Broken Arrow Community Playhouse. (918) 258-0077 
CANTON Canton Lake Walleye Rodeo, May 18-21, Canton 
Lake. (560) 866-2401 

CHANDLER Chandler Ice Cream Festival June 1 7,Tiighman 
Park. (405) 256-0673 

CHECGTAH Old Settlers Day & Parade, June 10, Downtown, 
(918) 473-2070 

CHICKASHA Grady County Fairgrounds, 500 E Choctaw. 
May 7, Larry Able Team Roping. June 1 -4, South wesl 
District Horse Show, (405) 224-2031 
CLAREMORE Will Rogers Stampede Rodeo, May 24-27, Will 
Rogers Stampede Arena, (918) 341-8688 
CLINTON Cinco de Mayo Festival, May 5. Downtown. (580) 
323-2222 

COLLINSVILLE Hogs n Hot Rods, June 10, Main Street. 
(910) 371-5530 

CO PAN The Good, She Bad, and the Barbecue, May 13, 
Mullendore Cross Bell Ranch. (918) 336-B500 
CROWDER Choctaw Storytelling Festival, June 22-24, 
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Crowder Choctaw Center. (918) 334-5344 

DAVIS 3rd Street Jam, May 6. June 3 h 3rd Street. (5S0) 
369-2402 

DRUM RIGHT Drumrlght Wine Festival, June 10, Whitlock 
Park. (918) 352*2204 

ELK CITY Professional Bull Riders Justin McBride Challenge, 
May 27, Beutter Brothers Rodeo Arena. (580) 928-31 1 8 

FOSS Foss State Park, 1 1 Miles West of C linton on S A 73, 

2 Miles North on S.H. 44. May 6, Perfect Catch Fish-Off. 
June 1 0, Kids Fishing Party. (580) 592-4433 

GLEN POOL Black Gold Days, May 4-6, Black Gold Park. 
(918)322-3505 

GUTHRIE Lazy E Ranch Rodeo Championship, May 5-6, Lazy 
E Arena, (405) 282-7433 

GUTHRIE Guthrie Art & Wine Festival. June 10-11, 
Oklahoma Avenue. (405) 605-7289 

GUY MON Pioneer Days PRCA Rodeo & Festival, May 5-7, 
Henry C. Hitch Arena. (580) 338-3376 

HOBART Arts on the Square, May 20, Downtown Courthouse 
Square, (580)726-2553 

HOMINY Fred Drummond Home, 305 H Price. May 1-31 , 
Hals & Accessories Exhibit. June 2-30, Wedding Dress 
Exhibit. (318) 885-2374 

HULBERT Fishing Derby, June 3, Sequoyah State Resort 
Park & Western Hills Guest Ranch. (916) 772-2108 


JET Spring Bird mg Tours, May 1-5, Salt Plains National 
mm Refuge, (580) 626-4794 
MAD ILL Matronal Sand Bass Festival, June 5-10, Town 
Square. (580) 795-2383 

McALESTER Armed Forces Day Celebration, May 5-6, 
Citywide, (918)423-2550 

MULDROW Skyline Bluegrass Festival, May 4-6, Rogers 
Mountain Music Park. (405) 677-1509 
OKMULGEE Downtown, May 6, Fifties Bash. June 1 -3, 
Pecan Festival. (918) 758-1015 
PAULS VALLEY Heritage Days Rodeo & Parade, June 22-24, 
Roundup Club Arena, (405) 238-2776 
PAWHUSKA National Indian Taco Championships, May 6, 
Osage Counly Historical Museum. (918) 287-1208 
PQTEAU Poteau Bluegrass Festival & Spring Fling, May 6, 
Downtown (918) 647-3675 

PRAGUE Kofache Festival, May 5, Downtown. (405) 567-4866 


RENTIESVILLE Memorial of Black Kansas Colored Infantry, 
May 27. Community Center. (91 8) 473-1577 
SAPULPA Route 66 Blowout, June 3, Downtown. (918) 
224-5709 

STILLWATER Stillwater Water Garden Society Tour, June 
24-25, Citywide. (405) 743-1 122 
SULPHUR Centennial Celebration, June 17, Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area, (580) 622-3161 
TISHOMINGO National Needling Tournament & Festival, June 
24, Pennington Creek Park. (580) 371 -2175 
VI Cl Great Western Trail Drive. June 1-3, Countywide. (580) 
273-0106 

WEWQKA Cedar Street Blues & Jazz Festival, June 24, 
Downtown, (405) 257-5485 

WOODWARD Woodward Rodders Rod Run S Car Show, May 
27-28, Crystal Beach Park. (580) 256-3922 
YUKON Festival of the Child , May 6. City Park. (405) 354-7208 


Visit oklahomatoday.com or travelok.com for more listings. 


Dates and times are subject to change: ptease confirm before attending any event. The Events Guide is a free service pub- 
lished on a space-available basis. To be considered, please mail a notice of the event that includes date, place, address, and 
both a contact telephone number and a phone number that can be published. Notices must arrive at Oklahoma Today three 
calendar months prior to publication [i.e, September/October 2006 events must arrive by June 1 ), Events Guide. Oklahoma 
Today, 120 North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 731 02, Fax: (405) 230-8650 Email: eventsguide@oklahomatoday. 
com. We cannot take listings over the telephone. 
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OMOttfll 
nmivt micirl 


Soturday 
June 3 
ria.m. to 
5p.m. 

Sizzlin' Bar-B-Q! 

World's Host 
Unique Smoker! 

Airplane 
Fty-in & Rides 

Radio 

Controlled Airplane 
Display & 
Demonstration 

FREE Entertainment 

FREE Admission 

FREE Kids Games 

FREE Parking 

Sorr|f f to ciwfcn 08 m*wf 

Sizzlin' 

Blues 

Bonds! 


5. hrclf Avr 
tilling ftcKinn.il Ait | 

225-2400 


Things Are Happening In El Reno! 

VISIT HISTORIC , 8" 1 Annual 

FORT RIO! AS "" TownWeekend 



Fort Iff no Qndicli$l! I ours 
SuMiiny, Mi iy n 

Ctai.s of Fort Km Tours 
\kult ilmuili 0 flake 

Ccielirart iIk 1 Morgan 
Smrdw & Smiaw 
September o & jo 

tombstone lairs 
Saturday, Sfpm&st so 

7107 it. mwm st. 

EL RENO. OK 
m m-mi 
™w 


Friday* J une z zonfa 
•Snitill town mp b io to jjpi. 
■cumin ItHMl Shoppy 
4 urn fiu Kids 
■Parking lor LlaWr ( ars 

Saturday, Ju i ie t. 2006 
*9 a .m.: Hot ifirets Races 
■Noon: Hum -oui Comesi 
■1 p /114 crass tar Races 
*7 m ig IKK! It. 66 Nostalgic 

f ar Cruise, 6 okter 

Suiiday,. iijnr ,j e HM36 
■Open ( «¥ Show (Rain or shine! 1 
* Car vm imwi tn- tun iripaik 

tor Hirormailofi: 

Unite of then Reno Cruisers 
1 40 s I > 6 . 1 -#76 


Celebrate Americas 
Musical Heritage 
at tKe i5tK Annual 



May 26-23, 2006 

Historic Dpwntewn tfuthric 
M<?rc than 100 performances 

T)i« wo r)d3 Jaettt banjo band* 
and tmo artiiti 

A Top 100“ US Event 

Ftin For all agas 

SOO-C?K-BANJ<? 

banjo fest iva 1. c<?m 




?*oc 

[.itroii Irnoi G 
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FRONTIER COUNTRY 


7 -800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department. 
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OKLfflIOttfl 
nflTivc firttuicfl' 


1-800-652-6552 



Make Midwest City 
your Base of Operations 
when visiting 
Central Oklahoma! 

Just Minutes from Everything! 

Over 7S0 Guest Rooms - Minutes from 
50 World Class Attractions, Golf Courses, 
Shopping Malls and Restaurants! 


Midmesl 

3 


Midwest City Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

405-455-1808 

www,vi 5itmidvfestcity.com 


OK Tourist Information Center 
Midwest City - 405-739 : B232 


Till.- S|MiflSwr: • 1 .iirpunilion 

Lyric Theatre’s 2006 Season 
a l the Civic Center 

Prcstmlril U\ The ( )klft human 



June 27-Juh I 

Halr.H; 




CABARET 

\iigusl <S- 1 2 

Rahul Mai liiy 


Killed I, 


Season Tickets, Family Packages, 
and Single I'ickets Available! 

Call 10T 521-0312 * www.lyTLe(lieim^okt\m!ii 





KKKmi KICK ! Ol IN HI ION. IM 



lVH4Xlfi.HI 



MAY 6 

through 

JULY 30 


[foe SAM N O B L E 
OKLAHOMA MUSEUM 
rtf Natural h i s t O n y 


MUSEUM HOURS] 

10 a.m. Id S p.m. 
UESDAV i h rough SATURDAY 
l toSp.m. Si Nl JAY 

lim CHAUTAUQUA AVE. 
NDMMAN 
(40M 335-4712 
WW W,5 N OM NH. OU. ED U 



1 

□ 

1 1 

L 



(S lilt Field Muycuin 


THE BIGGEST, THE BADDEST, THE MOTHER 
OF ALL CRETACEOUS CARNIVORES... 

A special exhibition featuring a full-scale replica of 
the largest, most complete Tyrannosaurus rex ever discovered, 
from The Field Museum in Chicago. 

Sue is in Oklahoma for only a limited time. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to see this colossal fossil! 


Ihi* exhibit '.Yjs created by the held Museum,. Chicago, .Hid ni.idr pos&iMe through [hr grtieruslty nf Ml [ lonalcT* i 'or^nrltinli. 
hxd exhibition of "A T- rrcv Named Sue 1 * is made pussibtc by; 


m 


Inasmuch | “>X «k 

darlWH or (he fani* of disability. call (40S1 32S-4712. The Urtfrtnfty o4 Ofckhufni |i art equal opportunity ii 
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OMOMfl 
rwivf unfDicir 


1-800-652-6552 


Viiif or meet in... 

STILLWATER 

Convention and Visitors Bureau 



ft ty & 



20th Annual 

'MtfltV Cultural 'festival 

June 2. 3 b 4 . 2006 

Cox Convention Center 
Oklahoma Crrv, OK 


JURIED FINE ART 
COMPHTtnON 

r* 

ART MARKET 

rot rm ai rr 

COMPETITION 

r* 

DANCH 

COMPETITION 

m 

CULTURAL 

AcnvmKS 

m 

PARADE 

a* 

run/walk 


RED EARTH MUSEUM 

Up** 302 l Li/t ,j |mr at the 

2100 M.H. 52.J Stmt • OKC, OK 731 1 1 


Tel: 405-427-5228 

mL(o * ww.ivilFjrlknr^ 



Chuck 

Wagon 

Gathering 


yiyarens 

Cowboyfsestival 


NATIONAL 

COWBOY 

4 WtfTEHN HCWTA 6 E 

MUSEUM 


16TH Annual. 




TWO DAYS OF FAMILY FUN WITH CAMPFIRE- 
COOKED FOODS, WESTERN ENTERTAINMENT, 
STAGECOACH AND PONY HIDES, amp children's I 
EDUCATIONAL AND HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES. 


1 - 44 . EXIT 128 B or Exit 129 
OKLAHOMA CITY* OK 
(AOS) 478-2250 r 

WWV W,N ATION ALCOWCOYM USEU M,ORG 



Country Cottage ‘Primitives 

Lavender farm 


you can pidCProftence fiidcote lavender from the. 
mrf of June., through first frost 

Just $5 per lavender bundle 

Bbom time for popular Qrosso Tatso lavender 
is the end of tMay through the cndofjuhy 

‘Visit tfieCjift Cottage 

1 720b Waff^rlKpad Shawnee 
3 miles west of 9fWy 102 on ffardesty ‘Jfpad 
then 3/4 mites north on Waiter !%pad 

405 - 275-3238 

405 - 275-4350 







Saturdays at 6:30 p.m. 


Hosted by Jenifer Reynolds 

with Ron Stahl & Becky Blankenship 

Tulsa's KOTV-6 • Oklahoma City's KWTV-9 • Lawton's KSWO-7 

Check local listings for show times on cable outlets in OKC, Tulsa, McAlester, 
Muskogee, Lawton, Stillwater, Edmond, Norman, Woodward, and Ponca City 


www.TravelOK.com 


OklahomA 






The Final Edition 

In 1995, the lives of Oklahomans were changed forever. This critically ac- 
claimed issue, originally published in 1996 and revised in 2000, is now com- 
plete. The Official Record of the Oklahoma City Bombing records the tales 
of courage, self-sacrifice, hope, and recovery that defined April 19, 1995, 
and the days, weeks, and years that followed. We bring you the photographs, 
the words, and most importantly, the people whose stories touched us all. 


184 PAGES, SOFTCOVER 
$19.95 PLUS SHIPPING & HANDLING 

(800) 777-1793 • oklahofnatoday.com 



ATTRACTIONS AND DESTINATIONS 



Order your FREE copy of the 
2006 Oklahoma Travel Guide! 


1 - 800 - 652-6552 

TravelOK.com 


n*.,. 

Bartlesville, 

city tfleuMj. 

\ In Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the 
town that oil bulk, you can see 
roaming herds of exotic animals on an 
oil barons vast ranch, explore Frank 
Lloyd Wrights only skyscraper, shop 
for unique treasures and experience the 
art, culture, his tor)' and legends o! the 
great American West, 


Bartlesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
201 SW Keeler ■ PO Box 2366 
Bartlesville, OK 74005 
877-273-2004 • 918-33&8708 


www.VisitBartlesviue.com 




Arbuckle Mountain Area 
Tourism Association 


Come play ® stay with us in the 
heart of the Arbuckles 


* Hike ® Camp 

* Fish ® Bike 

* PLAY* PLAY, PL AY1 

* Shop our 3 Main 
Street Districts 


Relax and have fun 
in the Arbuckle Mountains! 


ouimonn 

nfiTivf 

www.arbuckles.com. 

1 II I II V L 

fmfpicfi 

1-866-843-6858 




Come Visit Us*.. 

In Person or on the web at: 

www.ardmore.org 

1 - 888 - 223-7765 

A See Wore Do Horn Live More 

Ardmore 


ARDMORE... 

A great place to 

see more, do more St live more! 



STAY AT BEST WESTERN* HOTELS 
IN OKLAHOMA AND RECEIVE THE 
FAIRLY ODDPARENTS $50 TRAVEL CARD. 


Just stay 6 nights at any Best Western 
hotel between June 4th and August 
19th. Simply register for this offer 
before your first stay and join our FREE 
guest rewards program. Gold Crown 
Club* International For reservations, 
call or visit us online 
and use promotion 
code SUMO 6. 

1*800*338.8163 
bestwestemOldahoma.com/summer 


CiODft Vixen fix, AH MRMIHIPVPB 

til rilflted tiHfll, togw m3 charscter'S are trademark of Viacom InsarniitioAaL lnt 
The Fitflv OddPifenti treeled by Butch HartTiw. QFm ¥«cf for Gold CiOwh 
Ojh lM«nit>a-ai rGCCl‘1 rremiberi rawing rn ih* ITS, Quad* JUd 1hi 
liiaodi poly See wmr nnidmwirdisb CeripW* mj? ft c&alitiad 
ntghis slap baTo 1 * S/TWB4, Qualified flay a Any t[*f if 1 0 u^fiT«d rai» 
for GCCl pfflRlVnVilf. One Trircl Ctf d pfi Mimbcf. Tr-aval Card will be mailed 
W GCCl irwfrrtjw jrt iiSdresi ihmn m (netr&er parfile *lKn ft Ipferan 
&h oijnt t&lfpd, flMJdurtti u< Canada fan* a i50CAD "ravel Card 5» 
m^.bt^wedaniSriwekaweom for iddfliwai lanrn, Oth *r iMlrWent may apply 
Pram«i >. ends after collectible Mr: Cwd wepfv ii depknpd, GCCI b cwmwd wd 
apsizlKt by 0W GCCI Snc . a rfbeSy owr*i itfrsdlwy d Best Wwjtji Inlunirtiorui 
fine Wkiem holes ate indppe'-dEmiy DwT#d Hd Upland &n Atari and 
the bei Western mark ft serve* mnAa » ra^fitcrtif Serve* mutt a) 
Ww'.eni Ir-liTy'JOfii: Inc. C®C6 Bet Weilem ki»mifat»il he, AT tightl rttwwd 






BROKEN ARROW offers the 
tranquil atmosphere of a small 
town yet is minutes from major 
attractions, lakes, rivers ana 
wilderness. There is something for 
everyone including trails, porks and 
nine golfcourses. 

Quaint shops excellent 
restaurants ana affordable 
overnight accommodations will 
make your visit a memorable one. 

T k& Spirit of CoM.mu.ni- U) 




For tourism information, call 918-259-240Q 
or visit www.brokenarrowok.gov 


CREEK NATION CASINO 

offers an exciting array of gaming, 
featuring poker, blackjack and over 
1,500 electronic machines where 
jackpots are won 24 (tours a day, 
()ur newly expanded and renovated 
casino features a prestigious High 
Stakes Room, and a non-smoking 
area for ail types of gaming. 

By combining excellent customer 
service, unique promotions, and 
I iuge cash payouts, we continue to 
be the gaming destination to visit 
in the Tulsa area. 

South Tulsa 
filsft & Riverside 

w w w. c reek nationc as ino, com 

Own Cmm MCWi ^tvtj I pxi On /l lu 

■ fiwmatng p rjprt, 1 T-w a 

»7.*1 IS “* Qflftt rf 



like you mean it. 



« 1,500 exrftiiig Vegas-^tyte 
electronic games 

/ * 75 card game tables 
* 5 tempting restaurants 
» 3 hot nightspots 



• 150 lavish hotel moms 



1-44 East, Exit 240 • Tulsa, OK 
GhenokeeCasmo.oom 


Spectat ul.ir.xinicli'ss.,, 
QklrllK 



STOP... 

and 

Experience 

Claremorel 


YVill Rogers Memorial Museum 

j;M, Davis Arms & 

1 1 is tori cal Museum 

Totem Pole Park 

Lyon Rigtfs Memorial 

The I3elvtdere Mansion 


Local favorites in wonderful 
restaurants * Historic Routt' (H3 
Great accot nmodations 
Antiques... lots of antiques 


Chi re m ore i ] on ve n t i or » 
£4 visitors Bureau 
419 w. will Rogers Blvcl. 
Chmnnore, OK 74017 
(9 1 «) .14 J -KtiHH 
I -877-341-8688 
w^ww. Vi si tcJaremore.org 


A promise as 
sure as the sun. 



A sunny, wamwdeome, A fresh Daybreak 
Breakfast* Our Best Available Rate 

Guaranteed.** More rewards more often 
with TripRewa rds r I he world's la rgest 
hotel rewards program " A| Days Inn' 
hotels all over Oklahoma, it's not just 
about the change we put in your 
pocket. It's about the change we 
make in your journey. 


DAYS INN 


The Best Value Under The Sun 


1-800-DAYS-INN 

d aysi nn.c om/t rave I p I a nn e r 

Para Eipanot 1.083-709-4024 


"D» F tr . Mk Ur.J.rjt-n rurt .»*Uhle at uR htH.t-i "Sned s* numluf -J hjiM*. 

Af tkijrt liV mr iru)Fp^ivif^|i> n-neW op& HwJ K 2D AS Ojyt hwtj WcvU tt -dp Ini- 



OklahomA 

www.TravelOK.com 


Hosted by Jenifer Reynolds 

with Ron Stahl 6. Becky Blankenship 


Discover Oklahoma 

EVERY SATURDAY AT 6:30 P.M. 


Tulsa's KOTV-6 * Oklahoma City’s 
KWTV-9 • Lawton’s KSWO-7 


Check local lutings for shejw times on cable outlets 
in QKC. Tulsa. MeAleslcr. Muskogee. Lawton, Stillwater, 
Edmond, Nottnurt, Woodward, and Fbnca City, 


ATTRACTIONS AND DESTINATIONS 







ATTRACTIONS AND DESTINATIONS 


GOING 



DOWNTOWN DKC 


You’ll be surprised 
by what you 
find in Downtown 
Oklahoma City! 

Flout the canal, he a. wed by beautiful 
art and gardens, dttte, catch a game 
or party the night away in Brick town. 
There’s always something VP Downtown! 

www.downtownokc.com 


t I t 



June 9-10 

Arcadia 

Lake 

Spring Creek Park 


A Family Musical Event 


3594683 

www.eclmondarts.com 



FRfEP ONION 

BURGER PAY 

FESTIVAL 

POWNTOWN EL RENO 
SAWRPAY MAY 6 t 2006 
L Oam -5 pm. 

The BURGER DAY FESTIVAL is 

a tribute to the fried onion hamburg- 
er, cooked daily in El Reno since the 
early 1 900s. Witness the cooking 
of the world's largest fried onion 
hamburger, weighing over 750 
pounds. There are many activities 
for kids, five entertainment, a classic 
car show, craft show, cycle show, 
burger eating contest. The Bun Run 
& much more. 

For more information , contact 

Ef Reno Main Street 

(405] 262-8888 
E-mail: malnstreet@elreno.org 



emmom 

hum itfki 






800 - 386-6552 

www.oktourism.com 


Visit our website for valuable discount coupons. 




C E N T R A L O K L A H O M A 

o 


Planning: your If ip to central Oklahoma is easy with 

The Frontier Country Vacation Guide 

This fulkobr magazine is loaded with great getaway 
ideas, money saving coupons, information on lodging 
and a variety of events and attractions. 


Coll kw yoor Irw 

2006 

Central Oklahoma 
Frontier Country 
Vacation Guidr 



2006Trave Guide 


Call to get your guide 


to great times at 


Grand Lake 


Toll FREE: 1*866- LUV-GRAND 


grandlakefun.com 










Explore Oklahoma’s 
Underwater Park 5 
Only Scuba Diving * 

Enjoy LAKE TEnKILLER.J* 

The Deepest, Clearest, ■* 

Most Beautiful Lake in Oklahoma m 


* new Designated Scuba Park 

- Lessons, Equipment Rental, Air 

* Experience Oklahoma's Forgotten Past 

* Great Diving - novice to Advanced 
■ Located at Tenkruer State Park _ 

# 


www.lakelenkiller.com * His, HST.mfOa 
Tenkitler State Park ■ qm.H 8 H. 56 m 


" 


Toll FREE; i “866-GPC-OKLA 


greatplainscountry.com 


Heartland Flyer 


Whether your planning a week- 
end getaway this summer or a 
destination beyond the borders 
of our state, your best travel 
value begins on the Heartland 
Flyer. You save gas and, best of 
all, you won t have to fight traffic. 
Experience the convenience and 
pleasure of riding on Amtraks 
highest rated train for customer 
service — The Heartland Flyer! 


mini 


Get Your 


Tickets 

Now! 


For Reservations visit the 
Heartland Flyer web site at 
w w w. hen rtEandT Iyer, com or call 


t-800-USA-RAlL 


La Quinta. 

Spanish for “its not 
just OK - it s great!' 


7 Oklahoma Locations 

Del City * Oklahoma City {2] • 
Norman * Tulsa (3) 

* Free breakfast 

* Free high-speed Internet access 

For reservations visit LQ.com 
or call 1-800-531-5900, 


LA QUINTA is 
fflglstercd in the 
U,S- Patent and 
Trademark Office. 
■<'2006 La Quince. 






NE OKLAHOMA'S 


Green Country 




Journey to places far away 
without leaving the state. 

The Lawton Fort Sill 
D i s co very T ra i 1 is you r 
passport to adventure! 

Lawton 


CJtliX trt 00 r unrrnfiVi! 

629 SW C Avenue * Lawton, OK 7350 J 

(580) 355-3541 
(800) 872-4540 

w w w. La wto nFo rrSi 11 Cham b er.com 
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COME PLAY nm US' 

tut 

Lake 
Eh fan la 



For a ‘Free' 


Lake 

Eufaula 
Visitors Guide 


OKLMIONI 

NATIVE 

AMERICA 


918/689-7751 


traveIok.com or 
lakeeufauiaassoc.org 





Bring Your Boat to 


I Southeastern 

Oklahoma 




Home of Beavers Bend Resort Park, 
The Red Slough Wetland Reserve, 
Broken Bow and Pine Creek Lakes, 
Mountain Fork and Glover Rivers. 


( 405 ) 235-3313 

oklohofmatyoouarmirntmortol. ar% 

Myriad Botanical 
Gardens and Crystal 
Bridge Tropical 
Conservatory 
( 405 ) 297-3995 
www. m y riadga rd e n s .com 


Seay in line of our privately owned cabins. 
Over 400 to choose from! 
www Mc( TurtainCountyC ictaways . com 


The Oklahoma City 
Museum of Art 
( 405 ) 236-3 1 00 
www, olccmCKJ.com 


The Oklahoma City 
National Memorial 


Our brand of western hospitality. 

National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum 

Oklahoma City Zoo 

Oklahoma City National Memorial 

Bricktown Entertainment District 

Oklahoma City Museum of Art 

and mnch more! 


CALL l-SOO-225-5652 OR 
VISIT WWW.VlSITOKC.COM 


OKL HOMA 


STATE PARKS 


1 ' 866 ' 602‘GOLF 
TravelOKcorn 


drrartjreda * Cedar Creek * Chickasaw Pointe 
Fort Cobh * Fatititainh&ul * Grand Chtmkee 
LtkrMumiv * lake * katinm friasi * Sequoyah 






(Jet Pwvay 

A Way 


Located on Interstate 40, 
just east of Oklahoma City, 
Shawnee has a new world 
class casino, a "college 
town" environment, unique 
shopping and authentic Na- 
tive American tribes. Visit us 
online for your Get Away 
and Play Package. 


Shawnee 


OKLAHOMA 


Shawnee Convention S Visitor Bureau 

WWW ViBUShaW'iLM: tyirs 


Shawnee Convention & Visitor Bureau 

888-404-9633 

www.visitshawnee.com 



Call or visit our website 
for your FREE visitors 
guide to Northwest 
Oklahoma's 
Red Carpet Country. 


1 - 800-44 7-2698 

ww.redcarpetcountry.com 


GRAND 
lodging at 
Grand Lake 



The Resort at Grand Lake 

Located oil ihe Shangri-La Golf Course, 
these spacious condo rentals are perfect tor a 
relaxing getaway, ¥or about the same price as 
a standard hotel room, you’ll have a living 
room, full kitchen, air conditioning, 

K re place, washer and dryer, and private patio. 

Call 800-867-^095 
or email rentals®! re ndwest.com 


57020 Last Highway 125 | Afton* OK 74331 
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"The hotel is still there, but the enduring mystery is how they moved it.* 

-Galen Culver from KFOR TV's "Is This a Great State or What?" 



Where Are You? 

A northwestern Oklahoma cultural center has a moving past. 



| ^ 1 ^HIS NORTHWESTERN OKLAHOMA building is 

on the move, again* In 1 893, this structure — once a 
farming school for young Englishmen — was moved 
more than seventy miles in one piece and across 
several rivers from Kansas to Alva, Oklahoma. The 
^ building then served as a hotel and commercial space before being 
bought by the Nescatunga Arts and Humanities Council in 1 998. A 
recent $650,000 overhaul of the space added a kitchen, bathrooms, 
handicap accessibility, and a gallery with community space. Can you 
nam e t h i s p ros pe ri ng cu l tu ral cen ter? — B roo ke Ad cox 

Three winners of the contest will receive an Oklahoma Today T-shirt, 
Mail entries, including name and town , to Oklahoma Today, "Where 
Are YouT\ 120 North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City OK 73102, 
or send responses to whereareyou@oklahomatoday.com no Liter than 
May 15 1 2006 . The Fart Washita Historic Site near Durant was the 
March! April 2006 “Where Are You?” answer. Winners are Maynard 
Sharp of Virginia Beach , Virginia; Cindy CLixton of Wilson; and Janet 
Cms of Broken Bow . 








This former hotel, then called 
the Gunn Hotel, made headlines 
in the 1920s when it was 
discovered that Hollywood actor 
and producer William D. Taylor 
roomed here for eight months 
before being mysteriously 
murdered in California. Can you 
name this building? 


80 
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Find out june 17 st Chickasaw National Rec- 
reation Area in Sulphur, Oklahoma! You are 
invited to the National Park's 1 00th birthday 
party. Bring your family, a picnic, and your 
swimsuit to enjoy a day of celebration, food, 
activities, and music in the park. 


Hosted by the Chickasaw National Recre- 
ation Area and the communities of Davis 
and Sulphur. 


( 580 ) 622-3161 
www.arbuckles.com 




Oklahoma City 


Fart W« 




" 


Welcome Aboard. 

We invite you to help us celebrate seven years of out- 
standing service on June 14, 2006. Nearly 400,000 people 
have ridden the Heartland Flyer since service began in 
1999 and we’re proud to say we’re consistently number 
one in customer service. 

I -800-USA-RAIL • HeartlandFlyer.com 


' . 


Take a ride on the Heartland Flyer ; 
your connection to Oklahoma. 


We’re on the right track 






